

Dobrynin: Afghan pullout terms ready 

VIENNA (R) — Moscow and Kabul have agreed on a timetable 
fora phased withdrawal of Soviet troops from Afghanistan, Ana- 
toly Dobrynin, a senior Soviet Communist Party official, was 
quoted on Wednesday as saying. Writing in the Czechoslovak 
Communist Party newspaper Rude Pravo, Mr. Dobrynin said: " In 
the near future, the Soviet Union would like to withdraw die 
Soviet forces that ate in Afghanistan at the request of the gov- 
ernment A timetable of their phased withdrawal has already been 
agreed with the Afghan side” Mr. Dobrynin, a central committee 
secretary and former Soviet ambassador to Washington, did not 
make dear what conditions were necessary for the withdrawal. He 
described United Nations-sponsored talks on Afghanistan in 
Geneva as at a “decisive stage." 


An indepen 



Gemayei welcomes Assad remarks 

BEIRUT R) — President Amin Gemayei on Wednesday wel- 
comed recent quoted remarks on the Lebanese situation from 
Syrian leader Hafez Al Assad. "We welcome them and we will 
reply with positive initiatives... he who takes a step towards us will 
have a reply with steps," Mr. Gemayei said in a speech. He was 
apparently referring to a Beirut lawyers' union statement earlier 
tins month quoting Mr. Assad as saying Syria would not object if a 
Damascus-mediated peace accord for Lebanon was amended. 
Mr. Assad personally backed the accord when Lehancse militias 
signed it in Damascus last December. Mr. Gemavcl's opposition 
tu the pact contributed to its collapse, after anti-Syrian Christian 
hardliners ousted its Christian signatory. Mr. Gemayei said: if 
we reached an understanding w ith all the forces on the earth and 
we remained on had terms with Syria this would not be ([3 tod) for 
either Lebanun or Syria." 
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Israel, Egypt 
continue talks 


TEL AVIV (R) — U.S.-mediated 
talks on the Taba border dispute 
between Israel and Egypt entered 
their third day on Wednesday with 
negotiators at odds over phrasing 
terms for arbitration aimed at set- 
tling the four-year-okl conflict. 
The delegations met late into the 
night and solved all bilateral issues 
between them apart from the phr- 
asing of the arbitration agr- 
eement. Israeli officials said. 

Moscow assails 
new U.S. test 


MOSCOW (R) - The official 
news agency TASS said on Wed- 
nesday the United States had con- 
ducted a nuclear test in the Nev- 
ada desert and condemned it as 
contrary to the demands of world 
opinion. "A new nuclear exp- 
losion code named Panamint’ has 
been conducted at a Nevada test 
site Wednesday, contrary to the 
demands of the world public that 
an end be put to the nuclear arms 
race, which is a source of lethal 
danger to mankind," TASS said. 
It said this was the fourth such 
U.S. blast this year and the 1 1th 
since the Soviet Union introduced 
a moratorium on its own tests last 
Aug. 6. 

5 irradiated 
at French plant 

PARIS < AP) — Five workers at a 
iv treatment plant were irradiated, 
one receiving more than double 
the annual allowed dose of rad- 
iation and another receiving more 
than three times, the limit, the 
company said Wednesday. An off- 
icial of Cogema, a state-owned 
nuclear reprocessing company, 
said the five workers, con- 
taminated Tuesday afternoon 3t 
the cotentin factory in La Hague 
in northeast France, were sent 
home after medical examinations. 
The cotentin factory retreats spent 
fuel from nuclear reactors, sep- 
arating the plutonium. 

China: No change in 
stand over Israel 


PEKING (R) — China admitted 
on Wednesday it had telephone 
links with Israel but said this did 
not alter its policy burring dealings 
w ith the Jewish state. A top Israeli 
official said in Tel Aviv two days 
ago the two countries established 
telephone links two months ago 
despite the absence of formal dip- 
lomatic ties. "There has been no 
change in our policy." a Foreign 
Ministry spokesman said in Pek- 
ing. ”We have no dealings with 
l>rael." 

•Sport Aid’ runner 
in Warsaw 

WARSAW (AP) — Sudanese 
runner Omar Khalifa led 1 0 mar- 
athoners in a sprint through War- 
saw's historic old town on Wed- 
nesday. the first excursion into the 
Soviet bloc in the “Sport Aid” 
campaign for African famine vic- 
tims. Khalifa, a Sudanese army 
lieutenant who is the world’s 
J 500-metre champion, was to run 
in Budapest. Hungary, later Wed- 
nesday after departing from Pol- 
and. He is carrying an Olympic 
torch form Khartoum through 12 
European capitals en route to 
New York to help raise funds for 
African famine relief. 
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Reagan vetoes bill 
against arms sales 
to Saudi Arabia 


WASHINGTON (R) — President Reagan on 
Wednesday vetoed legislation that would 
have banned a controversial sale of advanced 
U.S. missiles to Saudi Arabia, an aide to 
Senate Majority leader Rovert Dole said. 


The veto paved the way for a 
possible vote in the Senate later on 
Wednesday to either sustain the 
veto and allow the sale to go thr- 
ough or to override it, blocking it 
permanently. 

Senate aides said that the timing 
of Mr. Reagan’s veto indicated the 
White House believed it had eno- 
ugh votes to permit the sale to 
proceed. 

An aide in Mr. Dole’soffice told 
Reuters Mr. Reagan had vetoed 
the so-called "resolution of dis- 


approval" passed overwhelmingly 
earlier this month by Congress but 
that the papers had not yet arrived 
on Capitol Hill. 

There was no immediate con- 
firmation from the White House. 

Mr. Dole told reporter earlier 
that he intended to have a quick 
vote on the veto once it arrived on 
Capitol Hill. 

The removal on Tuesday of 
some 800 Stinger air-to-air wea- 
pons worth >89 million from the 
>354 million package of 2.600 


advanced ami-aircraft and ami- 
ship missiles apparently allowed 
the administration to persuade 
enough senators to switch from 
opposition to support of the .vale. 

The veto — arriv ing just seve ral 
hours before Wednesday’s mid- 
night deadline — came after a day 
of intensive While House lob- 
bying to try to win what Mr. Dole 
said earlier was the “two or three" 
Senate votes needed to sustain the 
veto. 

The White House has focussed 
its battle to overturn the ban on 
the arrps sale in the Republican- 
controlled Senate, where 34 votes 
were needed to make Mr. Rea- 
gan’s veto stick. 

Mr. Dole said earlier that des- 
pite the withdrawal Tuesday of 

(Continued on page 3) 


U.S. declines comment on surviving 
Rome gunman’s alleged confession 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) - 
Presidential spokesman Larry 
Speakes said on Wednesday the 
White House bad no comment on 
a report that Syria was directly 
linked to the Dec. 27 attack on 
Rome airport. 

The New York Times reported 
Wednesday that the sale gunman 
to’suTvive the attack on the Rome 
airport in which 17 people died 
has directly finked Syria to his mis- 
sion . 

The newspaper quoted unn- 
amed U.S. officials as saying Ita- 
lian authorities told the Central 
Intelligence Agency (Cl A) that 
Mohammad Sarham had told his 
Italian captors that he had been 
trained and transported for the 


mission by Syrian agents. 

The paper said President Rea- 
gan was given the information 
about two weeks ago. Adm- 
inistration officials had believed 
up to then that Sarham had acted 
under orders from Libya. 

At the White House, Speakes 
raised the subject of the new- 
spaper report Wednesday evening 
and said. "I won’t comment on 
that at ali Our position is that we 
will seek out and attempt to thwart 
terrorism wherever it may take 
place.” \ 

He said President Reagan has 
not changed his view that Libya 
was involved in the attacks. 

CIA spokeswoman Kathy Phe- 
rson also declined to comment on 


the report. 

US. officials still believe Libya 
was involved in the Rome and 
Vienna airport attacks on Dec. 27 
in which 20 people died, but in 
view of new evidence they now 
feel Syria played at least an equal 
role, the New York Times quoted 
sources as saying. 

Syrian President Hafez A I 
Assad has denied his country had 
anything to do with the attacks. 

The Italian account and British 
reports linking Syria to the att- 
empt to blow up an El Al airliner 
in London several weeks ago have 
caused the CIA to review Syria's 
alleged role in international gue- 
rrilla activity. 


U.S. envoy to Vatican denies controversy 
over Libya trip behind his resignation 


ROME (Agencies) — The U.S. 
ambassador to the Vatican, who 
resigned on Tuesday, denied on 
Wednesday he was forced to step 
down and declined to discuss a 
controversial meeting with Libyan 
leader Muammar Qadhafi earlier 
this year for which he was off- 
icially reprimanded. 

The State Department on Tue- 
sday announced the resignation of 
William Wilson, 71, a convert 
to Roman Catholicism and per- 
sonal friend of President Ronald 
Reagan, who beame ambassador 
in 1984 when full diplomatic ties 
wereestablished with the Vatican. 

At a news conference at the 
U.S. embassy to the Vatican. Mr. 
Wilson declined to answer many 


that he had secretly met Col. Qad- 
bafi at a time the Reagan adm- 
inistration bad accused Libya of 
being behind the guerrilla attacks 
at Rome and Vienna airports on 
Dec. 17. 

The State Department later said 
the trip had not been authorised 
and that Secretary of State George 
Shultz had reprimanded Mr. Wil- 
son. 

Mr. Wilson, who met Mr. Rea- 
gan this week, said he was not cal- 
led to Washington and was not 
forced to resign. He added: 
"There is no controversy between 
myself and Secretary of State 
Shultz.” 

State Department deputy spo- 
kesman Charles Redman said Mr. 


questions by reporters concerning Wilson submitted his resignation 
the trip to Libya in January, say ing to President Reagan on Monday 
it had already beeo discussed in "expressing his gratitude for the 
Washington. opportunity to serve and his desire 

Mr. Wilson caused a furore in after five years on the job to return 
Washington when it was disclosed to private life." 


"The president expressed his 
deep appreciation to Ambassador 
Wilson for his productive work, 
during the course of which full dip- 
lomatic relations were established 
between the United States and the 
hofy see ” Redman said. 

Redman refused to link the res- 
ignation to the January rep- 
rimand. 

Mr. Wilson, a former member 
of the board of the Pennzofl oil 
company, said he had not con- 
ducted oil business with Libya 
since be first came to the Vatican 
as Mr. Reagan’s personal envoy. 
He denied reports that Was- 
hington had warned him several 
times about his private business 
dealings. 

For a period after his app- 
ointment as ambassador in 1984. 
Mr. Wilson was allowed to keep 
two corporate board positions, 
including Pennzoil, in an exc- 
eption to State Department rules. 



KING VISITS GHu: ms Majesty King 

Hussein , the Supreme Commander of the Jordanian 
Armed Forces, Wednesday confers with Armed 
Forces Commander- in -Chkf General Sharif Zuid 
Ibn Shaker at the (General Headquarters. Prime 


Minister and Msiister of Defence Zaid Rifui acc- 
ompanied the King on the visit In die GHQ. Gen. 
Sharif Zaid returned to Amman from Saudi \nibia 
early Wednesday after delivering a message from 
the King to King Fahd Ibn Abdul Aziz ( Petra photo) 


Defiant Botha vows to pursue 
violent campaign against ANC 


JOHANNESBURG (Agencies) 
— President P.W. Botha said 
Wednesday that South Africa's 
cross-border raids this week were 
just the “first instalment” in the 
campaign to crush the African 
National Congress (ANC) lib- 
eration movement. 

A defiant Botha told the Indian 
chamber of parliament in Cape 
Town that the government "has 
the will and capacity to break the 
ANC." 

"We will continue to strike aga- 
inst ANC base facilities in foreign 
countries in accordance with our 
legal right.” he said. 

"If it’s necessary- we’ll srrike 
again... as long as I'm the head of 
state it will be done in the int- 
erests of South Africa. 

"We will certainly no! be det- 
erred by fanciful arguments that 
are being advanced here and abr- 


oad. South Africa has the capacity 
and the will to break the ANC U 
we stand together.” 

"We have only delivered the 
first instalment.” Mr. Botha said. 

Pretoria's white-led gov- 
ernment has pretvoked wid- 
espread international con- 
demnation for attacking alleged 
guerrilla facilities in Zambia. 
Zimbabwe and Botswana. 

Mondays raids came as att- 
empts were being made by the 
Commonwealth to arrange a truce 
between South Africa and the 
ANC: 

Mr. Botha again sharply cri- 
tcised the United Nations, acc- 
using it of bias against his gov- 
ernment in favour the ANC and 
the Pan -Africanist Congress. 

A leading South African new- 
spaper said the raids had no con- 
vincing military rationale and 


were designed to mollify the res- 
tive right-wing of the ruling Nat- 
ional Party. 

Zambian President Kenneth 
Kaunda warned that a political 
"volcano” could erupt in southern 
Africa killing hundreds of tho- 
usands if the West did not impose 
economic sanctions to overturn 
apartheid. 

Mr. Kaunda. in an interview 
published in the East German 
newspaper Berliner Zeitung. saki 
sanctions would strengthen black 
opposition to white minority rule 

Time was running out for a pea- 
ceful solution, he said. 

Zimbabwe declared on Wed- 
nesday that the South African att- 
acksgave impetus to the need fora 
pan- African peace-keeping force. 

Frontline states call for sanctions 
agamst Pretoria, page 8 


Last- West 


not before’ 
November 
elections 
in U.S. 

WASHINGTON < K) - A U.S.- 
Soviet summit that President 
Reagan had hoped would take 
place this summer will not he held 
until after congressional elections 
in November, a U.S. official said 

file statement, by Assistant 
Secretary of State Rozanne Rid- 
guuy. was the firmest public ack- 
nowledgement mi far bv the adm- 
in ist ration that Mr. Reagan's sec- 
ond meeting with Soviet leader 
Mikhail Gorbachev would come 
later than he had hoped. 

She also said the administration 
was awaiting a response from 
Moscow "any day” with a date 10 
reschedule a cancelled pre- 
paratory meeting between Sec- 
retary of State George Shultz ;ind 
Soviet Foreign Minister Eduard 
Shevardnadze. 

Ms. Ridgway. testifying before 
the House of Representatives 
Foreign Affairs Subcommittee on 
Europe and the Middle East, was 
asked by panel Chairman Lee 
Hamilton: "Are you folks now 
thinking about after our elections 
for the summit?” 

"As a practical matter that’s 
what we’re looking at.” she told 
the Indiana Democrat. 

The Reagan administration had 
said previously it was still hopeful 
the summit could take place this 
summer, although it sakl a date 
after the mid-term congressional 
elections in November would be 
acceptable. 


Bombs 
explode in 
Jerusalem, 
Ashkelon 

TEL AVIV (Agencies') — A roa- 
dside bomb exploded in Jerusalem 
and another explosive device went 
off in the southern coastal town of 
Ashkelon on Wednesday, but nei- 
ther caused any injuries or dam- 
age, the Israeli news agency Itim 
reported. 

Itim said the bomb in Jerusalem 
went off as a military vehicle pas- 
sed a road junction near Atarot. a 
northern suburb of the city. 

The other bomb exploded at a 
road junction in Ashkelon, 40 kil- 
ometres south of Tel Aviv, in an 
area where Palestinian workers 
from the Gaza Strip gather in the 
mornings to find day labour. 

Itim said Ashkelon police do- 
sed off the area for a short time 
and arrested suspects. 

In the occupied West Bank 
town of Nablus, three petrol 
bombs were thrown Tuesday night 
at Israeli paramilitary police, cau- 
sing no injuries, Israel Radio rep- 
orted. 


No decision yet on 
Shultz visit to Mideast 


WASHINGTON (USIA) —State 
Department Deputy Spokesman 
Charles Redman told questioners 
on Tuesday that Secretary of Stale 
George ShuJtz“has made no dec- 
ision” concerning a possible trip to 
the Middle East. 

The New York Times and sev- 
eral Israeli newspapers reported 
on Tuesday that Mr. Shultz was 
considering a trip to the region 
soon and that he might use the 
occasion of an agreement between 
Israel and Egypt over the future of 
the disputed coastal resort of Taba 
to give a new impetus to the Mid- 
dle East peace process. 

Pointing out that it was "a fam- 
iliar refrain Redman said "the 
secretary has made no decision 
concerning the trip to the Middle 
East.” 

On a reala ted issue, the deputy 
kesman confirmed that the 
aited States is taking part in the 
latest round of Taba talks between 
Israel and Egypt, "as we have in 
die past, at the request of the two 
parties. The U JS. delegation in this 
round is being headed by State 
Department legal adviser Abr- 
aham Sofaer, 


spoil 

Unit 


".His involvement is an ind- 
ication of the importance we att- 
ach to the effort to resolve this 
issue.” Redman said. 

On another Mideast issues. 
Redman declined to offer specific 
information about reports that the 
Reagan administration has dis- 
cussed with Soviet officials Syrian 
involvement in “terrorism" and 
allegations the Soviets warned the 
United States against military act- 
ion directed at Syria. 

“As always. Tm not going to 
engage in any information con- 
cerning diplomatic exchanges,” 
the deputy spokesman said. 
"We’ve noted on several occ- 
asions from this podium that the 
US. has been engaged for some 
time in efforts to reduce regional 
tensions in the Middle East. 

"We have discussed the Subject 
with al! the appropriate players. 
Without being drawn into spe- 
cifics, I can say that at various 
rimes, as you all know, we have 
discussed the Middle East, as well 
as other regional issues, with the 
Soviet Union. But I'll leave ray 
response in that general fashion.” 4 


Voter survey shows ruling 
coalition ahead in Dutch polls 


THE HAGUE (R) — A voter 
survey issued as polls closed in 
Wednesday's Dutch general ele- 
ction indicated the ruling centre- 
right coalition was ahead by a 
wafer-thin margin .state television 
said. 

The survey, based on interviews 
with up to 43,000 voters outside 
polling stations, gave the two rul- 
ing parties a combined tally of 
50.4 per cent of votes, the NOS 
News Service said. 

The government^ badly hit in 
mid-campaign when the Che- 
rnobyl reactor accident forced it to 
change its nuclear power plans, 
had trailed in the final polls but 
gained ground with a strong per- 
formance by Prime Minister Ruud 
Lubbers in an eve-of-poll tel- 
evised debate. 

The NOS survey tipped the 
opposition Labour Party to win 
34.2 per cent of votes, a gain of 3.8 
points over. the last election. 

Of the two governing parties the 
junior liberals were set to lose 
ground badly, confirming the pre- 
dictions of the opinion polls, while 
Mr. Lubbers’ Christian Dem- 


ocrats were on course to score 
gains, the survey said. 

The coalition won 81 of the 1 50 
parliamentary seats at the last 
general election in iy82. and 
needs 76 seats for a clear majority. 

First returns from the polling 
stations indicated a poll of well 
over 80 per cent. 

A leading Labour Party figure, 
Marcel van Dam, told a television 
interviewer on hearing the survey 
results: “If the trend continues it is 
a personal triumph for Lubbers” 

Labour Party Chairman Max 
van den Berg said: “It seems the 
Christian Democrats are the big 
winners.” 

Commentators had no doubt 
that the outgoing coalition would 
reform and that 50.4 per cent 
would be enough to govern with. 

First results from the count 
appeared to indicate the gov- 
ernment was on course for a sec- 
ond four-year term. 

With five per cent of votes cou- 
nted, the ruling parties’ share was 
running at 54 per cent but election 
analysts said this was not a large 
enough basis for a forecast. 


Junbiatt: UNIFIL withdrawal will 
trigger a new war with Israel 


BEIRUT (Agencies) — Lebanese 
Progressive Socialist Party (PSP) 
leader Walid Junbiatt has warned 
that any withdrawal of United 
Nations peacekeeping troops 
from South Lebanon would “open 
to the door for a new war with 
Israel." 

“Any such action would be a 
threat to the south and would 
open the door for a new wax with 
Israel." Mr. Junbiatt, in Paris, told 
a correspondent of Beirut’s As 
Safir daily. 

Mr. Junbiatt also condemned as 
“a very dangerous attack” the 
shootin g in the south on Tuesday 
of a UNIFIL helicopter carrying a 
French parliamentary team and 
the French ambassador. 

Pa rliamentarians Jean-Francois 
Deniau and Andre Belloo and 
Ambassador Christian Graeff 
escaped unharmed when gunmen 
opened fire at the aircraft, forcing 


it to land after a fuel tank was hit. 

Mr. Junbiatt. who Tuesday met 
French Foreign Affairs Minister 
Jean Bernard Rairaond, told As 
Safir he did not get a definite ans- 
wer from French officials about 
the future of the French troops in 
the U.N. Interim Force In Leb- 
anon (UNIFIL). 

Paris campaigned successfully 
last month for the U.N. Security 
CouncO to halve UNIFIL's ren- 
ewable mandate to three months 
to keep the nine-nation force 
under tighter review. 

Mr. Deniau told reporters on 
Wednesday Tuesday’s attack 
"was not just an incident, it was an 
attempt at killing .” 

Asked about the gunmen who 
opened fire, he said: “1 don't have 
any information... I think the Leb- 
anese authorities should tell us 
this.” 

Mr. Deniau did not accuse any 


particular militia of responsibility 
for the shooting incident. 

But he said if "they want us to 
leave Lebanon, that is not the way 
to do it." 

Mr. Deniau spoke after a one- 
hour meeting in east Be inn on 
Wednesday with Lebanese For- 
eign Ministry Secretary-General 
Fbuad Turk. 

The French government, which 
contributes more than 600 troops 
to the 5.800-member UNIFIL. 
has not commented on press rep- 
orts it was considering wit- 
hdrawing its contingent. 

The presence of Israeli troops 
and Israeli-paid militiamen has 
prevented UNIFIL from fulfilling 
its 1978 mandate to deploy down 
to the border in order to “con- 
firm” an Israeli withdrawal and 
restore Lebanese state authority 
to the area. 


Moderate takes 
key post in 
U.K. cabinet 

LONDON ( R) — Prime Minister 
Margaret Thatcher promoted a 
moderate in her 21 -member Bri- 
tish cabinet to serve in the key post 
of education minister in a res- 
huffle announced on Wednesday. 

An announcement from Mrs. 
Thatcher’s Downing Street office 
said 51 -year-old Kenneth Baker, 
who entered government only 
eight months ago as environment 
secretary, would replace 68- 
year-old Sir Keith Joseph. 

Mr. Joseph has already ann- 
ounced his intention to quit pol- 
itics by the next genera! election, 
which Mrs. Thatcher must call 
with in the next two years. 

In what was seen as a move to 
balance the political shift in the 
new appointments. Mrs. Thatcher 
named right-winger Nicholas Rid- 
ley, the present transport minister, 
to take over from Mr. Baker at the 
Environment Department. 

Treasury Junior Minister John 
Moore was promoted to cabinet 
rank as transport minister. 

Mr. Joseph, whom Mis. Tha- 
tcher described in a personal letter 
as the architect of the policies 
which had led to her victory in two 
elections, bowed out of the cab- 
inet and will spend his remaining 
time in parliament as a back bend 
MP. 


Gonzalez cites mutual distrust 
as barrier to disarmament 


MOSCOW (R) — Spanish Prime 
Minister Felipe Gonzalez, ending 
talks in the Kremlin, said on Wed- 
nesday that mutual mistrust bet- 
ween East and West was a major 
harrier to disarmament. 

Mr. Gonzalez told a news con- 
ference in Moscow that con- 
fidence based on verification and 
monitoring was the key to arms 
control. 

Mr. Gonzalez. 43. who had five 
hours of talks on Tuesday with 
Soviet leader Mikhail Gorbachev, 
said his visit had given him a better 
knowledge of the Kremlin’s views 
on disarmament. 

He said he and Mr. Gonzalez 
had dwelt at length on the process 
of economic modernisation in 
their countries, and touched on 
such subjects as the Chernobyl 

nuclear disaster and Central Ame- 
rica. 

Mr. Gonzalez, who also met 
Prime Minister Nikolai Ryzhkov 


and President Andrei Gromyko, 
indicated that the two sides had 
differed over Libya and tension in 
the Mediterranean region. 

But he dismissed the idea that 
regional conflicts of this type sho- 
uld interfere with the global issue 
of disarmament. 

The Soviet news agency TASS 
said Tuesday night that Mr. Gor- 
bachev had told Mr. Gonzalez he 
was willing to hold a second sum- 
mit with U.S. President Ronald 
Reagan, but that a start to dis- 
armament must be made. 

Mr. Gonzalez, the first Spanish 
government leader to pay an off- 
icial visit to the Soviet Union since 
diplomatic relations were restored 
in 1977. said he believed progress 
on arms cuts was possible in some 
areas. 

"1 believe there is a great obs- 
tacle to get round, and the obs- 
tacle is that the elements of mutual 
mistrustare nor bein 2 overcome." 


J.T. ANNOUNCEMENT 


AS OF Friday, May 23. 1986, the Jordan Times’ offices 
will be relocated in Al Ra’i building. Also starting on 
that date, our new telephone numbers will be the same 
as those of our sister newspaper: 667171-6 and 
670141-4. Current telephone numbers 666265 and 
666320 will no longer be in use after May 23, 1986. 
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Education reforms in Kuwait will go ahead 


KUWAIT (R) — Kuwait has signalled it wiil push 
ahead with controversial educational reforms after 
political commentators warned of trouble ahead if 
the government bowed to opposition by religious 
groups* 


Education Minister Hassan Ali 
Ibrahim, under attack by Muslim 
fundamen taiists, withdrew his res- 
ignation Tuesday after the gov- 
ernment said education policies 
would- be implemented unaltered 
whether or not he remained in off- 
ice. 


Sheikh Ibrahim's resignation, 
made public on May i I , followed 


opposition by religious groups to 
tighter university regulations and 
to reforms aimed at streamlining 
education services. 

His resignation , the Arab Tiroes 
newspaper said at the time, “sho- 
wed that some people use religion 
in political issues. Such action will 
certainly create trouble for the 
government.” 

Another daily, Al Anha, said 
the government faced a serious 
challenge as power was the ult- 


imate aim of religious groups 
which campaigned against the 
U.S. -educated minister. 

Sheikh Ibrahim, 42, is described 
by diplomats as a highly qualified 
technocrat but seen by fun- 
damentalists as having a wes- 
ternised, un-lslamic outlook. 
They charge education policy is 
too Western-oriented and lays 
insufficient emphasis on Islam. 


The weekly Al Mujtama mag- 
zine, mouthpiece for religious 


azine, mouthpiece for religious 
conservatives, welcomed Sheikh 
Ibrahim's resignation. But the 
cabinet asked him to reconsider 
his decision, and he agreed to res- 
ume his duties after two meetings 
with Crown Prince and Prime 
Minister Saad Al Abdullah Al 
Sabah. 

About a third of Kuwait’s pop- 
ulation of 1 j 6 million attended 


school last year, official statistics 
show. The number of children in 
state schools rose ten-fold in the 
past 25 years. 

A former rector of Kuwait Uni- 
versity, Sheikh Ibrahim, who 
holds a doctorate in political sci- 
ence from Bloomington Uni- 
versity. Indiana, joined the gov- 
ernment in March last year. He 
later remarked there had been no 
comprehensive educational ref- 
orms in Kuwait for over 3U years. 

Opposition to his plans to str- 
eamline the education ministry, 
one of the largest employing 
50,000 people, and improve eff- 
iciency came from within and out- 
side parliament. 

While only a handful of dep- 
uties in the 50-seat national ass- 
embly are Muslim fun- 
damentalists, diplomats say the 
ministry includes a significant 
number of religious conservatives. 

As Seyassah newspaper said fast 
week plans to cut the ministry's 
payroll by 3,000 would go ahead. 
More than 5U0 teachers had alr- 
eady gone and the contracts of 


another 1,000 would be ended 
later this year. 

Diplomats say the reforms 
come under a plan unveiled 18 
months ago to overhaul the rivD 
service, which employed 159,000 
people in 1984 — 28 per cent of 
Kuwait’s workforce and 9.5 per 
cent of its people. 

Sheikh Ibrahim also drew cri- 
ticism for raising university grades 
to improve standards and because 
of limited capacity, and over his 
support for mixing of the sexes in 
university classes in which they are 
mostly still separated. 

Kuwait University has over 
13,000 students, a majority of 
them girls, compared with 418 
when it opened 20 years ago. 

Fundamentalists and other ass-- 
■emblymen attacked recent res- 
trictions on deputies addressing 
students at the university, and 
charged Sheikh Ibrahim with da- 
mping down on democratic fre- 
edom- 

Deputies are now required to 
obtain clearance before giving lec- 


tures or taking part in seminars on 
the campus. 

The move was seen as a bid to 
avoid further politicising a student 
body in which religious con- 
servatives are the most politically 
active. 


Engineer 

kidnapped 


Kidnappers threaten to 
kill Lebanese professor 


in Beirut 


In another confrontation bet- 
ween the government and ass- 
embly. the only elected par- 
liament in the Gulf Arab region, a 
bQl that would have halved the 
term of conscription for graduates 
of higher education institutes was 
blocked earlier this year. 

Under existing law, conscripts 
serve for two years, except uni- 
versity graduates who undergo 
military training for one year and 
start with the rank of second lie- 
utenant. 

The government said it was 
prepared to cut military training 
for other graduates to only 18 
months and could not guarantee 
they would automatically hold the 
rank of sergeant as parliament 
wanted. The bfl! was sent back to 
the assembly. 


Sharon plans industry near Hebron 


By Joshua Brilliant 


'IJir Jerusalem Post 


DIKKAZAH —The king convoy 
of sedans arrived at noon at this 
West Bank village. 

Israeli border police and pla- 
inclothes bodyguards took up 
their positions as Ariel Sharon, 
the minister of industry, led aides 
to a pile of rocks and studied a 
multi-coloured plan for a 600- 
dunum area which is to include an 
industrial park here in the Hebron 
hills. 

*■ How soon can you start?” he 
asked an aide. The aide said he 
had to study the plan, and later 
told The Jerusalem Post he had 
seen it then for the first time. But 
Sharon pressed. "I want you to 
dose the area within a few weeks. 
Then get to work.” 

Questioned by The Post later. 
Sharon brushed aside any sug- 
gestion that the plan contradicted 
the coalition agreement which lim- 
its the number of settlements 
which may be established. 

"There is no connection. Are 
we putting up a settlement? This is 
an industrial area to serve set- 
tlements,” he continued. 

Bringing his thumb and index 
finger dose to one another, he sa id 
the paragraph in the coalition ugr- 
.eement "is this long.” Clearly 
Sharon saw it as no match for (he 
significance of this place in Israel's 
history. 

The minister’s whirlwind visit to 
Hebron, to several Jewish set- 


tlements and to this village to the 
south was a vivid embodiment of 
his reputation as a "bulldozer” 
He seemed impatient of lengthy 
debates or arguments over bud- 
gets. and constantly pressed min- 
istry officials and settlers to get to 
work and worry about the red tape 
later. 


"Don't make a final, detailed 
plan. Just plan one section and 
implement it," he told his aides 
about the industrial zone to rise at 
Dir Kazah. 

If Sharon has his way, work will 
start on this rocky hill and in sev- 
eral other areas near Hebron wit- 
hina few weeks —even if the bud- 
get is too small to cover all the 
projects. 

The projects he approved Mon- 
day were industrial parks in Dir 
Kazah and on a hill north of Kiryat 
Arba. 

The first step will be to open 
roads to the area and around the 
lands chosen for the zones, the- 
reby marking them as out of bou- 
nds for Arab farmers. All lands 
were government-owned, he said. 

Sharon wants the roads first, 
because such demarcation is fairly 
cheap and the envisaged Jewish 


presence will, he believes, be 
much more effective in keeping 
the Palestinians away titan fearing 
off an area would be. 

North of (Israeli settlement of) 
Kiryat Arba, the settlers want to 
put up two computer plants and a 
diamond workshop. Sharon has 
also promised aid to the owner of 
the Hamegader company, to exp- 
and his barbed-wire plant at Kir- 
yat Arba. 

At Omurim, Udi Kabinowitz 
complained that it took settlers 
three hours to drive to work. Two 
entrepreneurs had been interested 
in opening plants there, but the 
matter had been dropped because 
the money had not htren allocated 
for industrial infrastructure. 

Sharon, sitting at the head table 
munching crackers, declared he 
would not wait for the financial 
snags to be cleared up. 

In one of the grey, drab homes, 
a group of Arabs watched the ent- 
ourage return to their cars. Kama I 
Osman Abdul- Aziz told The Post 
his family had lived in Dir Kazah 
for 10 or 1 1 generations. He said 
that when Israelis had come to 
inspect the area, the Arabs had 
immediately gone to court. 


Post to Koenig threatens 
Arab community in Acre 


By David Rudge 

The JcrUMiIan Post 


Konrad Adenauer official visits Mu’ta 


KAKAK (Petra) — Mu' m University President Ali Mahafzah 
Wednesday received the Konrad Adenauer representative for’ 


Wednesday received the Konrad Adenauer representative for’ 
Jordan and I^banon Hubert Dobers. During the meeting. Dr. 
Mahafzah and Mr. Dobers discussed scopes of cooperation bet- 
ween the university and the institution in the areas ot expertise 
and academic training. Mr. Dobers later toured the university's 
premises. 


ACRE — A political row is bre- 
wing in this mixed Jewish-Arab 
city over Mayor Eli De Castro's 
intention to appoint Yisrael Koe- 
nig as his adviser on planning and 
tourism development. 

Koenig, who resigned recently 
after years as the Interior Min- 
istry's Northern District com- 
missioner. is a controversial cho- 
ice for the job, which is a new slot 
being created specially for him. 

Many Arabs in the north have 
never forgiven Koenig for his 
1976 memorandum which pro- 
posed drastic measures to restrict 
the Arab population and make 
Galilee more Jewish. 

Among those opposing Koe- 
nig's proposed appointment Is 
Acre’s Deputy Mayor Hilmi 
Sha'afi. one of the town's three 
Arab councillors. * 

Sha'afi says De Castro wiil he 
making a "big political mistake” I 
in appointing a man unacceptable ' 
to the Arab residents, who com- 
prise one third of Acre’s pop- 
ulation, 

"I don't think. that Koenig, who 
reiterated the views expressed in 
bis. memorandum in recent int- 
i erviews, is the right person for the 
job,” Sha'afi told TTie Jerusalem 
Post on Monday. 

"I am also not sure whether the 
position itself, which would obv- 
iously carry a salary and probably 


an official car, is really necessary,” 
he said. 

Sha’afi added that he had alr- 
eady spoken to De Castro about 
the matter and planned to raise 
the issue at the next meeting of the 
Labour Party faction, of which 
both are members. 

Opposition to the proposed 
appointment has also come from 
other Arab quarters, especially 
the Communist Party which was 
highly critical of Koenig during 
his tenure as northern district 
commissioner. 

Despite the criticism, De Castro 
remained adamant in his con- 
tention that Koenig was the best 
man for the job, although "his pol- 
itical opinions are different from 
mine.” 


BEIRUT (AP) — Gunmen kid- 
napped an engineer and snatched 
the car of East Germany’s military 
attache m west Beirut on Wed- 
nesday, a day after six Lebanese 
guards at the UJS. embassy were 
abducted on the city’s dividing 
green fine. 

American embassy officials said 
the guards were freed 12 hours 
after they were picked up as they . 
were about to walk across the 
green line from west Beirut to the 
east side of the war-divided Leb- 
anese capital on Tuesday. 

Embassy political officer Cam- 
eron Hume said either the Shiite 
mainstream Araal militia or Walid 
Jimblatfs Progressive Socialist 
Party (PSP) gained tile release of 
the six guards from their "unk- 
nown captors.” 

The latest car theft was staged in 
broad daylight Wednesday, when 
three pistol-wielding gunmen sto- 
pped the Lebanese driver of East 
Germany's Military Attache 
Erwin Draeger Meinhard in the 
middle of west Beirut’s Al Hus- 
sein Street, police said. 

Police said Meinhard reported 
the car theft to the Helo Barracks 
police station shortly after it hap- 
pened. 

Engineer Mohammad Mek- 1 
kawi was abducted by two car- 
loads of gunmen as he was taking i 
his five-year-old son Moatazz to I 
school at about 8 a.m., police said. 

The kidnappers rammed Mr. 
Mekkawfs car at Karakoul Al 
Druze neighbourhood, forced him 
out at gunpoint, bundled him into 
a Range Rover and sped off. 
Three of them drove off with his 
car, leaving Moatazz behind, acc- 
ording to police. 


BEIRUT (R) -A group holding 
a Lebanese Christian university 
professor has threatened to kill 
him unless the issue of more than 
2,000 missing Muslim kidnap vic- 
tims is resolved. 

"We want to stress our det- 
ermination to kill our hostage ... if 
the provocative campaigns con- 
tinue to gffa«> the issue of foe kid- 
nap victims,” the group, the "Ind- 
ependent Movement for the Lib- 
eration of the Kidnapped." said in 
a statement 

The statement, delivered to 
Beirut’s An Nahar newspaper 
Tuesday night, was accompanied 
by a colour photograph of Pro- 
fessor NatriJ Matar, 37, a teacher 
at the American University of 
Beirut (AUB). 

He went missing on May 7. The 
group claimed responsibility for 
his kidnapping in a statement last 
Sunday. 

Thousands of Lebanese, Chr- 
istians and Muslims. have been 
kidnapped during the 1 1 -year-old 
civil war, and many are still mis- 
sing. 

The Christian Lebanese Forces 
mifithi said ft had no detainees 
after it freed 33 Muslims last 
month, but Muslim leaders say 
more than 2,000 Muslims are still 
missing. 

An earlier statement by Via tar's 
kidnappers urging families of kid- 
nap victims to carry out counter- 
abductions was strongly con- 


that it demanded Professor . 
Mater's immediate release. 

Professor Malar’s abduction 
sparked protests by Adrian; 
University of Beirut (AUB} to- 
chers who suspended classes fed- .; 
efinitdy for the first time W the *; 


detuned by the main group cam- 
paigning tor the release of people 
held by Christian forces, West 
Beirut’s long-established Com- 
mittee of the Relatives of Kid- 
napped People. 

“We prefer that our cause stays 
unsolved rather than be the origin 
of a new campaign,” a committee 
statement said on Monday, adding 


AUB President Calvin PH- . 
mpton. in a statement reitasod m 
Damascus Tuesday appealed to 
teachers to resume classes. 

Ma tar’s kidnappers sridfe theft - 
latest state meat that his abduction 
was not directed against thr um- 
vereity. 

"But some AUB teacher* insist 
on carrying out a cruswJcn' ptai 
to dose down the tuuvernty and 
thev took the issue of Nabil Malar 
as an excuse." the statement sari. 

Anti-Western attacks in west 
Beirut have dealt severe bhws to 
the Unfunded university in (be 
past two years. Three foreign staff 
are missing, believed kidnapped. * 
at least four have been kilted and 
more than 25 have left Lebanon,* 

Another group. "The Lib- 
eration Party — Lebanon's 
Branch." Tuesday distributed 
pamphlets to AUB students say- 
ing: "An Islamic state does not 
allow the existence of foreign edu- 
cational systems that brainwash 
the minds of young Muslims with 
misleading foreign culture." 

Lebanon's lawyers, meanwhile, 
Wednesday observed a strike caD 
by their syndicate in protest at the 
kidnapping and killing of at least 
four lawyers in the past year, Mr. 
Issam Karam, the syiKiieatc's cha- 
irman said. 

The strike by the countiy s ^ 
3300 lawyers, was mainly sym- 5 
bolic as Lebanon's judicial system 
has been largely paralysed for 
years due to lack ot strong gov- 
ernment authority. 


Oman names 
envoy to Moscow 


Belgrade exports 
continue despite 
EC boycott 


Reagan vetoes bill against arms deal 

(Continued from page 1) meet 50(116 legislators con. 


BAHRAIN (R) - Oman on 
Wednesday appointed Kharois 
Ibn Hamad Ibn Seif Al Battash as 
its first, non-resident ambassador 
to the Soviet Union, the Oman 
Press Agency said. Mr. Battash is 
the Omani ambassador to Jordan’' 
This follows the appointment ear- 
lier this month of the first non- 
resident Soviet ambassador to the 
sultanate, Aleksander Ivanovitch, 
who is also 1 based in Amman. 
Oman announced establishment 
of diplomatic relations with the 
Soviet Union last September. 


BELGRADE (R) — Yugoslavia 
is still selling meat abroad despite 
the European Community (EC) 
ban on Yugoslav food imports, die 
official Tanjug News Agency said 
Wednesday. Itquoted the director 
of the Yugoslav Meat Technology 
Institute, Mr. Rodoljub Tadic, as 
saymg Yugoslavia continued to 
supply customers in the United 
States, Sweden, the Netherlands, 
Jordan and Iran under current 
contracts. This was despite the 
Community ban imposed on six 
East European states and Yug- 
oslavia after the Chernobyl nuc- 
lear disaster last month. 


some 800 Stinger advanced anti- 
aircraft missiles from the package, 
there was “still some trouble with 
the sale ... with the Saudis' att- 
itude.” 

Many legislators have criticised 
Saudi Arabia for what they call its 
failure to contribute significantly 
to a Middle East peace process. 

Mr. Dole said be expected to 
vote Wednesday but added: "Tra 
not making a commitment.” If Mr. 

" Dole did not bring the veto up for 
a vote Wednesday, it would had ' 
have to wait until the first week of 
June when Congress returns from 
a 10-day recess. 

The 5*354 million arms package 
at the centre of the policy dispute 
was given a better chance of suc- 
cess on Tuesday when Saudi Ara- 
bia withdrew the Stingers to help 


meet some legislators concerns 
that .some or the portable, 
shoulder-fired missiles could fall 
into the hands of anti-American 
guerrillas. 

As it now stands, the total amo- 
unt of the sale is approximately 
S265 million and in dudes nearly 
1 ,800 Sidewinder air-to-air mis- 
siles and Harpoon anti-ship mis- 
siles. 


Although the weapons would ** 
not be delivered to Saudi Arabia 


until 1989, Mr. Reagan argues the 
deal constitutes an important 
symbol of America's ties to Arab 
states and its commitment to the 
security of the Gulf region. 

Opponents say Saudi Arabia 
should not receive die American 
weapons because it has not been 
helpful in promoting U.S.- 
supported Mid east peace neg- 
otiations. 
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Jordan, Egypt sign $24m 
trade exchange protocol 


AMMAN (J.T.) -'Jordan and 
Egypt have signed a package deal 
to exchange gwxfc worth more- 
than 524 miliioa in imp- 
lementation of an agreement end- 
by the Joint Jordanian- 
Egjrpttan Higher Committee, 
which convened in Amman tow- 
ards the end of last month. Min- 
■Ktry of Industry and Trade Under 
Secretary Mohammad AJ Saqqaf 
told the Jordan Times that the 
wement wm probably go into 
cooct by the end of this month 
ow* it has been approved by the 
nnnistfirs of industry in Egypt and 

Jordan, Sultan Abu Ali and Raiai 
Muasher. , 

Under the terms of the deal, 
signed in Cairo last week. Jordan 
will sell Egypt cement worth at 
least $24 million in addition to a 
variety of national products and in 
exchange will import Egyptian' 
rice, cotton, seeds and textile pro- 
ducts. 

Mr. Saqqaf signed the deal with 


his -Egyptian counterpart Ahmad 
AJ Banna during Mr. Saqqaf s visit 
to Cairo at the head of a Jordanian 
delegation. 

Last month, the committee 
endorsed joint projects which will 
be carried out by the two countries 
and also approved an agreement 
to annually exchange national 
products worth $55 million Cor 
each side. 

Transport contract 

Earlier, a Jordanian consortium 
of companies won a contract to 
transport Iraqi cement to Egypt 
via Aq aba. 

Ministry of Industry sources 
said that the -S20 million 
deal is expected to boost economic 
and trade ties between Iraq, Egypt 
and Jordan and would employ 
hundreds of trucks to transport 
the cement from Iraq to Aqaba, 
where ix will be shipped to Egypt 
in special cargo vessels. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Prince Hassan to open charity souk 

AMMAN (Petra) — His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan 
will inaugurate the opening of a charitable market on Friday. The 
market (Ramadan souk), organised by die Ministry of Awqaf and 




Yarmouk to reopen Saturday 
for students’ final exams 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Yarmouk 
University w31 reopen its doors on 
Saturday to allow students to at 
for their final examinations, del- 
ayed for one week following unr- 
est at the campus last week. The 
reopening of the university for the 
examinations is being done upon 
directives of His Majesty Ring 
Hussein, who also ordered that all 
students detained in the dis- 
turbances be released. 

In the meantime, eight teachers 
and staff members have rep- 
ortedly been suspended from 
work by a special ministerial 
committee investigating the cau- 
ses of the unrest, according to 
Sawt Al Shaab Arabic daily new- 
spaper. The paper said that the 
committee, formed by the cabinet 


on Saturday, has already started 
its investigations and members 
have toured the campus and held 
meetings with the university’s 
board members to review the rec- 
ent disturbances and their con- 


sequences. 

The committee, chaired by Min- 
ister of State for Prime Mhiistry 
Affairs Touqan Hxndawi and gro- 
uping Minister of High er Edu- 
cation Nassereddin A1 Assad and 
Minister of Justice Riad A1 
Shaka’a, held an enlarged meeting 
at Yarmouk University on Tue- 
sday and was investigating the 
suspended teachers* role in the 
unrest, the paper said. Once the 
investigation is over, the com- 
mittee is expected to submit a det- 
ailed report on the incident to the 
cabinet 


Jordan’s mosaics to go on 
display in U.S., Europe 


AMMAN (Petra) — Jordan will 
organise an exhibition of its mos- 
aic treasures 'from different his- 
torical ages in the United States, 
Canada and five European cou- 
ntries, according to an ann- 
ouncement made on Wednesday. 

The ' announcement by Dep-. 
artment of -Antiquities Director 1 
• General Adrian - AI Hadidi said 
that Rome wfll be the first to host 
the exhibition which will be mou- 
nted during June and July of this 
year. 

The exhibition is being held in 
cooperation with Alia, the Royal 
Jordanian Airline, the Jordan 
Tourism Authority and the Dep- 


artment of Antiquities and the 
Studium Biblkum Franciscanum, 
an archaeological institute run by 
the Franciscan order. 

During the course of the exh- 
ibition, there will be several sym- 
posiums in Rome to highlight Jor- 
dan’s historical and archaeological 
: finds and there will also be doc- 
timen tariesand posters on display 
on the occasion, according to Dr. 
Hadidi. 

He said that later the exhibition 
will move on to Vienna and early 
ne*t year will go to West Germany 
and East Germany and then to the 
United Kingdom, the United Sta- 
tes and Canada. 


fasting month of Ramadan. Revenues from the souk, which inc- 
ludes exhibitions of books and publications. wiQ go to the Zakat 
. fund (alms for the poor) at the ministry. Local industrial products, 
children’s toys, foodstuffs and household appliances will also be 
on display, the Ministry of Islamic Affairs will organise religious 
education programmes and courses at the souk. 

Fayez cables Sudanese speaker 

AMMAN (Petra) — Speaker of the Lower House of Parliament 
Akef Al Fayez Wednesday sent a congratulatory cable Jo Pre- 
. sklent of the Sudanese National Assembly Mohammad Ibrahim 
Khalil congratulating him on his re-election as assembly speaker. 
In the cable, which Mr. Fayez sent on behalf of the 59-member 
house, the speaker wished Mr. Khalil and the Sudanese people ali 
prosperity towards achieving stability and development m Sudan. 

Lebanon organises solidarity day 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Lebanese Ministry of Information, in 
cooperation with the Arab League, is organising a day of sol- 
idarity on June 5 with Lebanon’s national resistance movements 
and on this occasion the ministry has invited Arab journalists to 
participate in covering the activities. A communique signed by 
. president of the Jordan Journalists Association (JJ A) said that the 
activities will be spread over a couple of days. 

Handicapped, orphans go to the circus 

AMMAN (Petra) —The Jordan Sports Federation for the Han- 
dicapped (JSFH) Wednesday organised a free of charge show of 
die Romanian International Circus especially for residents at all 
centres for the handicapped and orphanages in the Kingdom. At 
the outset of the show, the JSFH secretary general delivered a 
speech in which he stressed the federation's keenness to promote 
sports for the handicapped by forming teams to join in int- 
ernational sports activities. More than 1,000 handicapped and 
orphan children watched the three-hour circus show which inc- 
luded acrobatic, comedy and sports displays. The Romanian cir- 
cus w'Ql continue its shows at Al Hussein Sports City for the next 
two months. 

Students apply for seats at Mu’ta 

KARAJK (Petra) — Post offices in the Kingdom Wednesday 
started receiving applications from students wishing to enrol at 
tiie civil-military University of Mu'ta for tire scholastic year 
1986/1987. The university is accepting students who have com- 
pleted the first of the two-part general certificate of secondary 
education (tawjihi) in both arts and sciences. Director of the 
university's department for enrolment and registration, Mr. Kaf- 
tan Al Moumaai, told the Jordanian News Agency. Petra, that 
students wishing to enrol for engineering courses have to score an 
average of 75 per cent, while students who want to study com- 
puter sciences, mathematics, physics, chemistry, business adm- 
inistration, law and Arabic and English languages need a min- 
imum average of 65 per cent. 

Society lends JD 84*000 to Balqa farmers . 

■ • ■ fi> *■ i 

SALT (Petra) — A total of J D 84.000 has been lent to farmers in 
Balqa Govemorate by the Dkhainat cooperative society in the 
form of seasonal and medium-range loans. The loans have been 
used by the beneficiaries to develop the govemorate’ s agricultural 
sector. 


Successful ventures revive craft of rug making 


By Josephine Zaiwnlri 

Spedal to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Rug making has a 
long tradition in Jordan and the 
indigenous styles are quite dis- 
tinctive. Such rags are generally 
seventy five centimetres in width 
and decorated with bright, hor- 
izontal geometrical patterns. The 
weavers of these colourful rags 
were usually village men from the 
Karak and Madaba region. 

Several successful attempts 
have been made lately to upgrade 
weaving styles with modem pat- 
terns and colours. One of the most 
successful ventures has been und- 
ertaken by the women of the Bam 
Ha mid a tribe in conjunction with 
the Save the Children Fond. Ano- 
ther promising undertaking was 
established at Jerash by a group of 
local women. Interestingly, both 
the new endeavours are org- 
anised, operated and staffed by 
women. 

Jerash craft centre 

Situated not far from the town 
centre, the modest building bou- 
sing the new Jerash Handicraft 
Centre is a hive of activity. Driving 
force behind the new est- 
ablishment. Mrs. Inaya Khalit — 
an openly hospitable woman — 
proudly shows visitors over the 
centre. Although both the tra- 
ditional crafts of cross-stitch emb- 
roidery and crochet are produced 
in quantity, the main operation 
remains carpet weaving. 

The ten treadle loortis on the 
premises are constructed of rough 
wooden beams and have an ele- 
mentary simplicity. The women 
working each one, sit patiently 
plying thread after thread of woo! 
across the loom and stacking them 
together with a heavy thick too- 
thed comb. The rugs at the Jerash 
centre, like those of the Bani 
Ha miria women , are entirely hand 
made. 

The wool used by the Jerash lad- 
ies is from Jordan, explains Mrs. 
Kahlil. Peasant women from aro- 
und the town spin the wool and 
then sell it to the Jerash centre 
where it is dyed into the colourful 
hues of orange, red, blue, green 
and navy which characterise many- 
of the centre’s nigs. 

Most of the. handicraft centre’s 
nags Htffitt natural wool for the 





Treadle looms in operation at the Jerash handicraft centre (photo by Josephine Zananiri) 


background and the dyed wools 
for the geometrical and decorative 
motifs which are plyed hor- 
izontally into the narrow rugs. The 
texture of the spun wool is left 
rough and thick and the finished 
form of each rug is bulky and ric- 
hly warm in appearance. 

Traditional patterns 

The rags are based upon tra- 
ditional patterns and their Mad- 
aba inspiration is quite obvious. 
Designs, says Mrs. Kahlil, are 
taken from old weavings, and sca- 
ttered throughout the weaving 
rooms are ancient bags complete 
with tassles, parts of rugs, and 
camel saddle bags — each a rem- 
inder. of the past expertise of Jor- 
danian weavers. Some of the des- 
igns are new too, says Mrs. Kahlil, 
•*we got them from books.” 

Whilst rugs dominate the cen- 
tre's production an interesting 
range of woven goods have been 
introduced, ranging from small 
items such as coasters, belts, and 
letter holders to shoulder bags, 
cushions complete with tassels, 
rubbish containers and wall han- 
gings. 

The girls working on the looms 
appear to enjoy theft tasks and are 
proud to display theft creations. 
At the moment, says Mrs. Kahlil, 
all the weavers are unmarried and 
many woifc to supplement the 
family income. The centre's wea- 


ving rooms are the focus of activity 
with many visitors watching die 
girls at work. Hanks of wool in 
bright reds, greens, oranges and 
black hang loosely across a line 
strung between two rafters. Other, 
loosely rolled balls, tie oofled in a 
colourful profusion in hand made 
straw baskets. 

Bani Hamida rugs 

Colour is also the immediate 
impulse generated by die mag- 
nificent rags woven by the women 
of the Bani Hamida tribe. The 
rugs are produced using a pri- 
raative traditional ground loom 
operated for centuries by the 
women of thehedouin tribes. Bas- 
ically two logs are set about ten 
feet apart or depending upon the 
required length of the finished 
rug. Around two hundred woo- 
llen, threads are then stretched 
between the beams in a kal- 
eidoscope of surprising, yet per- 
fectly integrated, colour. When 
the time consuming, horizontal 
plys are woven into place the res- 
ult is a tug of beautifully coarse 
texture, integrated with an utterly 
stunning use of modem colour. 

Portable looms 

Although the Bani Hamida tri- 
bes are settled now in the Miqawar 
area near Madaba, their looms are 
a legacy of the bedouin way of life. 


Being small and easily packed 
onto a donkey or camel, they can 
be .comfortably taken to the next 
camp site. The wooden beams 
supporting the rug ends could 
even be abandoned and new ones 
found at the following grazing site . 

Whilst the loom and weaving 
techniques remain traditional, 
with foreigners as the principal 
buyers, the women have sub- 
stituted the traditional darker 
hues of red, blue, green and black 
forlighter pink, mauve, blue and 
red as well as the natural wool col- 
our. 

Like the Jerash and older Mad- 
aba rugs those made by the Bani 
Hamida women are small in 
width. However, their rugs arc 
later saddle stitched into double 
widths malting a substantial and 
impressive floor covering. The fri- 
nges on the Bani Hamida rugs are. 
wonderful too — long vividly col- 
oured echoing the richness of the- 
rugs themselves and indicating the 
superb quality of wool produced 
by the tribe’s flocks. 

Id any craft change generally 
ft uhflnrag rhft finished product and 
the modem colour and desig ns 
used by both die Bani Hamida 
women and the Jerash Handicraft 
Centre have not only revived a, 
flagging cottage industry but have' 
given provincial Jordanian women 
■ an opportunity to seek added fam- 
ily income and a new creative out- 
let. .• 


Local 

engineering 
firms to 
restore 
tombs of 
Prophet’s 
companions 

AMMAN (Petra) — Local eng- 
ineering offices have been ent- 
rusted with malting essential pre- 
parations for the restoration of the 
tombs in Jordan where five of the 
Prophet Mohammad’s com- 
panions are buried, according to 
Minister of Awqaf and Islamic 
Affaire Abdul Aziz Al Khayyat. 

He said that the tombs, found in 
the -northern Jordan Valley reg- 
ion, are of Dirar Ibn AI Azwar. 
Abu Ubaida Ibn Al Jarrah, Sha- 
rhabil Ibn Hasna, Araer Ibn Abu 
Waqqas and Maaz Ibn Jubeil. 

The minister was speaking fol- 
lowing a meeting during which 
details of the restoration project 
were discussed. The restoration of 
the tombs, to be carried out upon 
the directives of His Majesty King 
Hussein, has been entrusted to a 
special committee grouping Min- 
ister of Municipal and Rural Aff- 
airs and the Environment Marwan 
Hraoud, Dr. Khayyat, Minister of 
Public Works Mahmoud Al Haw-* 
a rad eh. Minister of Higher Edu- 
cation Nassereddin Al Assad and 
former minister of public works 
Ra’ef Nijem. 

According to Dr. Khayyat. the 
engineering offices have now pre- 
pared foe documents prior to ann-- 
ouncing a tender for the design, 
and commencement of work. 

Mr. Nijem said that 12 eng- 
ineering offices have been con- 
sulted and will be involved in one 
way or another in the project, 
which will be carried out under the 
supervision of the Minis try of 
Awqaf. The first monument will 
be at Abu Ubaida Ibn Abi Al Jar- 
rah’s tomb, Mr. Nijem said. 

According to Dr. Assad, funds 
have been allocated for the pro- 
ject, which is designed to highlight 
the si gnifican ce of the role of foe 
prophet’s companions in Islamic 
history. 

At the meeting on Wednesday, 
a technical committee was set up 
to study bids for the project and a 
local engineering office has been 
entrusted with preparing designs 
and document tenners. 

.Prime Minister Zaid Al Rifai 
earlier set up the special com- 
mittee for the restoration of the 
tomb to supervise the work in 
cooperation with the Ministry of 
Awqaf and Islamic Affairs. 


European consortium to lease 
12 Airbus planes to Alia 

G handout' outlines plans to modernise fleet, improve operations 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Alia, the Royal Jordanian Air- < < - 

line, has reached agreement with a consortium of 
European banks for the release of 12 Airbus pas- 
senger jets, Alia Chairman Ali Ghandour ann- 
ounced Wednesday. 


Mr. Ghandour said that a con- 
sortium of British. French. West 
German and Spanish banks would 
lease the European-built aircraft 
to Alia for 12 to 15 years at six 
monthly payments, but he did not 
disclose the anfounts. 

At the end of the lease period, 
he said. Alla would have the opt- 
ion of retaining the planes at the 
nominal value of one dollar each. 

Mr. Ghandour earlier ttfis 
mouth signed a contract to buy six 
A3 10-300 and six smaller A320 
Airbuses to replace Alia’s ageing 
fleet of Boeing 707s and 727s 
from the first quarter of 19S7, 
with options for three more 
A310-300s and four more 320s. 

According to Mr. Ghandour, 
Airbus Industrie, the consortium 
of -manufacturers from France. 
West Germany, Britain and Spain 
has given Alia financial privileges, 
but he gave no other details. 

He said that the first of the Alia 
fleet to be replaced with Airbuses 
would be the 707s. Alla’s Loc- 
kheed TriStars and Boeing 747s 
will continue to fly long and med- 
ium distance routes; and the 727s 
would keep flying until 1 990 when 
they would also be replaced tty 
Airbuses, Mr. Ghandour added. 

Paying for the lease in ins- 
talments is much cheaper for Alia 
and the payment will be made thr- 
ough syndicated loans. Mr. Gha- 
ndour continued. 

The phasing out of the Boeing 
planes has been decided on in view 
of high maintenance costs, fuel 
consumption and because they 
make a lot of noise on take-off and 
landing, Mr. Ghandour added. 

The new 200-passenger Airbus 
planes will help Aiia’s fleet to 
market Jordan as a tourist des- 
tination and will serve the whole 
Arab region, Mr. Ghandour said. 

Profits, loss 

Mr. Ghandour went on to say 
that Alia was among a few airlines 
which were able to make profits 
between 1973 and 1984. But, he 
said, in 1984 Alia incurred its first 
loss in revenues for several rea- 
sons, the most important of which' 
was the world economic recession 
resulting from regional conflicts 
and the loss of markets. The loss 


prompted Alia to open new routes 
and in 1985 it was able to make a 
net profit of J D 1 .848 million. Mr. 
Ghandour said. 

He said in the coming month the 
interiors of Alia planes will be 
redecorated and Alia ste- 
wardesses will be wearing new ■ 
costumes which depict the Jor- 
danian identity. These changes 
will also he accompanied by a 
change in operational strategy, 
expected io increase the airline's 
revenues. Mr. Ghandour said. 

The Alia chairman reiterated 
that the national airline will bec- 
ome a public share-holding com- 
pany and he said government app- 
roval has already been secured for 
the change in status. Alia is stu- 
dying the necessary steps for the 
change which will allow AJia's 
staff to be shareholders, along 
with the public, but ihe eov- 



Ali Ghandour 

emmenl will remain a major sha- 
reholder. he continued. 

Mr. Ghandour said nothing has 
been decided vet on the question 
of the number or price of shares, 
something which Alia expects to 
work our by the autumn of this 
.year. 

" Mr. Ghandour denied kno- 
wledge of any foreign organ isa don 
or company seeking to acquire 
shares in the national airline. 


AMPCO obtains JD 2.3m loan 
to cover crop purchases 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The 
Jordani an-Syrian Bank has ext- . 
ended a loan totalling JD 
2312,900 io the Agricultural 
Marketing and Processing Com- 
pany of Jordan ( AMPCOjand the 
loan will be used to help die com- 
pany meet its commitments and to 
offer assistance to farmers in order 
to boost production in accordance 
with an agreement signed in 
Amman Wednesday. 

The agreement was signed for 
the bank by its general manager. 
Hisham Al Safadi. and for’ 
AMPCO by the company's dir- 
ector general Ghazi Abu Hassan. 

Mr. Abu Hassan said that 
AMPCO is implementing a bil- 
ateral agreement with the Syrian 


company for marketing veg- 
etables and fruit and he explained 
that this agreement aims to boost 
the process of trade exchange 
between Syria and Jordan. The 
new loan, he said, will enable 
A MPCO to pay for crops received 
up to April 30. IVSo and he added 
that payment will start in the com- 
ing week. 

The cabinet earlier issued ins- 
tructions for farmers to be paid JD 
15 in subsidy for each dunum of 
land grown with tomatoes in app- 
lication of the agricultural cro- 
pping pattern system. Farmers 
have also been allowed to res- 
chedule the repayment of loans to 
various credit corporations. 


CAR FOR SALE 
ALMOST NEW — TAX UNPAID 

Nissan Liberia \8 c.c.; airconditioning, auto, tra- 
nsmission-, cassette stereo, electric sunroof. Less than 
6,000 k.m. of local use. 

Phone 821654 
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Where will it all end? 

THE TOLERANCE of the world’s leading powers for open, continual 
a-H de stru c tive violations of national sovereignty by regimes Hke those 
in South Africa and Israel appears to be growing, to the point that the 
whole concept of sovereignty, upon which the ideal of interna ti o na l 
cooperation Is based, threatens to become meaningless . Otherwise, 
how could we explain the reaction of the leading Western nations and 
the U.S. in response to South Africa ’s attacks on three of its nei- 
ghbours last Monday? 

Of course. Sooth Africa was only etna la tin g the 19Sf precedent set 
by its ally, friend and mentor Israel, which sent its warplanes across 
Middle East airspace to bomb Iraq’s on dear plant. Or perhaps we 
should say Pretoria was the third in line to pick op the Israeli cue, since 
It wes die U.S. which set the second precedent by ordering its planes to 
bomb Libya last month. ■ 

In 198$, the world let Israel off lightly for its attack on Iraq, and 
open and direct attacks similar to those fry Sooth Africa this week have 
been in the dfing smce then, with the danger increasing after Was- 
hfagton’s provision of a strong umbrella of protection to Israel against 
censure by inter national or ganisatio ns such as the International Ato- 
mic Energy Agency (IAEA) and the U.N. Security Council. 

The diffe r en ce this time is only that it is Britain which Is offering a 
hel p in g hand to Pretoria by refusing to endorse Common wealth san- 
ctions against the racist regime. This prompts us to ask'a very simple 
question: What exactly would warrant sanctions against maverick 
states ike South Africa and Israel? 

Would they , for example, have to fire nuclear missiles and wipe out 
entire ritfes and population before world powers move to take strong 
measures to pot an end to such flagrant violations of a U accepted 
norms of mtcmatioiial behaviour during peacetime? Sadly , it appears 
that the answer to this question is yes. 

Perhaps the most (fistresring aspect of this great power tolerance for 
such open violations of international law is that other nations who 
would not ordinarily employ military force In settling disputes with 
their neighbours may now be encouraged to emula t e the Israeli, 
American and Sooth African examples without fear of serious int- 
ernational repercussions. Not only the Arabs but many otters as wefl 
have always said that Israeli actions were setting a bad example for the 
rest of world, which is not without its own- tong-running disputes and 
hostilities. Those words, unfortunately, have fallen on deaf ears. 

“It is easy to wake a sleeping man, bat not so with a person who 
feigns deep,” goes mi old saymg. This would seem to accurately 
describe world powers when it comes to issues concerning Sooth 
Africa and Israel. Washfagton and London refuse to acknowledge 
that the racist South African regime and die Jewish state could pose> 
serious danger to stability and security in Africa and the Middle East, 
while the world powers know perfectly well that both states will stop at 
nothnag to perpetuate their oppressive rales and practices. 

It is tfcne the developing world seek an alternative to such tra- 
nsparently hypocritical behaviour and intransigence on the part of the 
world powers. If the stronger nations opt to keep a Mind eye towards 
the defiant arrogance of states like Sooth Africa and Israel, it is time 
for Ok rest of the world to get together and take the initiative in finding 
its own solution to the threat to freedom and stability posed by such 
renegade states. 

For ns in Jordan and the Arab World, the Israeli threat is ever 
present. Hk Jewish state could only be encouraged and gratified by 
the muted response to the Sooth African action, a response which 
merely reduces the costs the next time Israel derides to unleash its 
forces agafast neighboormg states and peoples. The question is: 
Where wfll it all end? The answer is more war, death and degradation 
of the inter natio nal wfll to cooperate peacefully in settling disputes. 
What Sooth Africa and Israel are domg today is simply bringing about 
the same confitions that prevailed on the international scene at the 
beginning of this century — conditions that gave rise to two dev- 
astating work! wars. 


ARABIC PRESS EDITORIALS 


Al Rai: Arab conference on terrorism 

PRINCE Hassan’s idea of holding a pan-Arab conference for com- 
bating terrorism is worthy of serious consideration. Such conference 
will certainly present an opportunity for discussing the root-causes of 
terrorism and its objectives, and also a pan-Arab stand to confront it. 
Such conference would no doubt prove to the whole world that the 
Arabs are totally opposed to terrorist actions, and that all forms of 
hegemony, expansionism and aggression are all faces of terrorism 
being directed against our nation. A conference on terrorism would 
help the Arabs to discuss and find means of ending all forms of 
terrorism exercised against them and causing so much sufferings and 1 
tragedies for the Arab people. We believe that Prince Hassan’s call 
should be heeded at government levels and by organisations like foe 
Forum Hum an urn. Any positive resolutions and recommendations 
ensuing from such a conference would benefit our Arab causes and 
serve humanity at large. By openly condemning terrorism, the Arabs 
can thwart all attempts by their enemies now trying to present the 
Arabs as terrorists to damage their reputation. 

Al Dustour: Saudis mend fences 

REPORTS this week indicate both Qatar and B ahrain have accepted 
Saudi Arabian proposals for settling the two states’ territorial dis- 
putes. These reports have brought satisfaction and relief for people 
of the Gulf Cooperation Council of which both Qatar and Bahrain 
are members, and for Saudi Arabia and the Arabs at large. For Saudi 
Arabia, the successful mediation marks a victory, coming at a time 
when the Arab Nation is in need of solidarity and unity of ranks. The 
Saudis are probably heading towards resolving this issue over the 
right to the islands dose to Qatar but ruled by Bahrain, a problem 
that had been created during the British colonial rule in the region. 
Apart from being a diplomatic victory for Saudi leaders, the set- 
tlement of this issue has been an objective in itself because it clearly 
shows that the Arabs can and should unite their efforts and their 
resources in times of need and whenever confronted by common 
challenges.! 

Sawt Al Shaab: Integration is key to unity 

ARAB economic and social developments are perhaps the most 
essential elements required for a pan-Arab unity and, therefore, 
should be achieved among Arab countries. This was the theme of a 
statement by Prince Hassaa published by Al Usbuu* AlArabi weekly 
in which he said that the vast Arab resources should serve the goal of 

Arab unity and integration. The absence of a pan-Arab security, . 
Prince Hassan said, stems from the lack of economic and soda! 
integration among Arab states. Prince Hassan’s call should be hee- 1 
ded by policy-makers in the Arab World who should find means for 
wisely exploiting the nation’s wealth and vast resources to build a • 
strong united nation, benefiting all Arabs./ 


VIEW FROM AMERICA 


By Franz Schurmann 


While Arabs are divided, U.S. interest wanes in Mideast 


SAN FRANCISCO — Anti- 
Arab waves keep on coming in 
the United States. Now they 
are also coming from Britain, 
America's closest ally in Eur- 
ope. 

The American Senate has 
rejected new arms sale for foe 
Saudis. Britain is expelling Syr- 
ian diplomats for, supposedly, 
having been involved in foe’ 
attempted bombing of an “El' 
AT’ plane. Members of Con- 
gress have been calling for the 
criminal indictment of FLO 
chairman Yasser Arafat. Zio- 
nist circles have been loudly. 
calling for the exclusion from 
the U.S. of Austrian pre- 
sidential candidate Kart Wal- 
dheim. And, of course, the 
print and visual media are full’ 
of anti-Arab cartoons. 

The Tokyo summit seems to 
have unleashed further waves 
of anti-Arab sentiment. Pre- 
sident Reagan is on foe war- 
path against Libya. He even 
saw fit to attack Syria. He per- 


suaded foe other participants, 
to join in anti-terrorist dec- 
larations. American aircraft 
carriers are Still dose to Libya. 

Meanwhile the Israelis are 
jumping for joy. Let the U.S. 
take care of Libya , one official - 
exclaimed. We, the Israelis, 
will take care of Syria. And if 
Israeli planes might kiU more 
men, women, and children, 
such raids will be hailed in the 
West as brave anti- terrorist 
defensive actions. And if the 
Israelis should attack Syrian 
missile bases, will foe Soviet 
Union do anything? Who 
knows? But we do know that 
UJS .-Soviet relations have 
been improving and that Soviet 
relations with Western Europe 
have been getting very dose. 
Will foe Soviets abandon the 
Middle East if they can gain 
Western Europe? Of coarse 
they wflL Western Europe has 
always been their most desired 
target. 

Why has all this happened 


now? Why has Washington 
even given up the pretense of 
an “even-handed polky”? Thi- 
rty years ago, Fteadent Eis- 
.eohower decided the Arab 
World was vital to the U.S. So 
he ordered foe British, French, 
and Israelis to halt their agg- 
ression against Egypt. In 1958 
US. Marines were sent to Leb- 
anon. Under Nixon , US. links 
with Saudi Arabia and Egypt 
became dose (Egypt kicked 
out its Russian advisers in Jnly 
1972). Under Carter, those 
links became even closer. And 
even if _ the so-called Camp 
David peace process made foe 
Palestinian situation even 
worse, at least it showed that 
the United States took foe 
Arab World seriously,, 

. Now, the Reagan people 
appear to have no hesitation to 
dismiss the Arabs as of little 
importance. Perhaps they feel 
that the Saudis have lost con- 
trol of the global oil scene. Per- 


h^)s they have decided that foe 
Zionists are just too powerful 
to oppose. Perhaps they bel- 
ieve that Iran is gping to Win 
foe war against Iraq. Perhaps 
they believe that foe Soviets 
want to stay out of Middle Eas- 
tern turmoil, and that they 
want to get oat of their terrible 
war in Afghanistan. Perhaps 
they feel that there is such res 1 - 
entment against Americans in 
the Arab World that any hope 
for new closer relations bet- 
ween the two peoples has van- 
ished. 

Perhaps Washington off- 
icials also believe mat Arab 
leaders quarrel so much among 
themselves that unity is imp- 
ossible. And so they may have 
decided to accept foe Israeli 
argument that foe only reliable 
ally of foe United States in foe 
region is Israel. 

Unlike Eisenhower and 
Nixon, this Republican pre- 
sident has no long range vis- 


ions. He wants to win elections. 
He wants hi gh ratings in foe 
public opinion polls. He wants 
to be popular. He » sur* 
rounded by pro-Zionist adv- 
isers, and be finds their advice 
convincing. There are few 
Axab votersin the US. and no 
Arab money for election cam- 


Has President Reagan dec- 
ided that foe Palestinian issue 
can now be safely forgotten? 
Has he decided that it matters 
little if Arabs get killed, that 
drey and not Americans or 
Europeans are. by far, the chief 
victims of terrorism in foe 
work!? Since he praised the 
brutal Israeli assault agamst 
the PLO headquarters in 
Tonis, does he believe that fur- 
ther Israeli outrages will only 
make hjm more popular with 
an American public that has 
been taught to hate Arabs? 
Has he decided, or his advisers 
have decided for him, that it 


ctoes not matter what happeifc 
in foe Gulf war? Has he woe 
to the ooBclustoa that foe Arab 
■ World can be disregarded, just 
as foe United States disregards 
India? 

I cannot answer font qu6* 
soon. But I know that people 
who were called ’‘Arabs**."- 
those few foreign service off- 
icers who knew Arabic and 
knew the Arab World are no* 
gone. There are no voices to 
concrete with the i mmens e 
chorus of Zionist voices that 
constantly surround this pre- 
sident. 

But one of the greatest phi- 
losophers of all history. Urn 
Khaldun, first realised foal 
there was a force of history 
greater than the doings of lea- 
ders. Arab leaders may quarrel 
amongst themselves, but fo e 
rebirth of an Arab cult ure i s 
Ta k i ng place even if our current 
American leadership sees it all 
as little mare than “ terrorism." 


Passtoors helped South African resistance from sense of duty 


By Sharon Fuller 

Reuter 

JOHANNESBURG — Helene 
Passtoors, a Belgian woman sen- 
tenced to 10 years’ imprisonment 
on May 19, for treason has dev- 
oted most of her adult life to black 
Africa, studying and its 

native languages. 

She was eventually recruited in 
Mozambique to join what she sees 
as a just struggle against racism 
and exploitation. 

But she was arrested only five 
months after she came to South 
Africa, having been seen, acc- 
ording to police testimony, hel- 
ping to bury an arms cache in a 
field. 

After her conviction last week, 
foe 44-year-old mother of four 
told foe judge that she had acted 
from a sense of duty — asa mother 
and a human be fag. 

“My sympathies were very 
dear,” she said. “As a human 
being it is very normal to say 1 yes, I 
will help you.’ It was very strongly 
aquestion of duty. I did not think I 
had a choice." 

Passtoors said she owed it to her 
children to do something so they 
would not question the sincerity of 
her beliefs. 

“I was in Africa. My ho me 'was 
jjb Africa, ray children were bom 


in Africa and my allegiance was in • 
Africa," foe declared. 

She was dressed, defiantly, in 
green, black and gold — foe col- 
ours of foe African National Con- 
gress (ANC) movement. 

Her children were watching as 
she spoke. Black well-wishers, 
who packed the courtroom during 
most of her trial, carried them out 
on their shoulders at foe end of the 
hearing, singing freedom songs. 

Passtoors waved to the public; 
gallery and raised her fist fa a 
black power salute. 

The first foreigner convicted of 
treason in So nth Africa since foe 
Anglo-Boer war at the turn of the 
century, Passtoors said her inv- 
olvement with black's struggle 
grew out of her experiences in 
post-war Europe, in foe United 
States during the Vietnam era and 
in post-colonial Africa. 

She said she thought that for a 
foreigner Eke herself to help foe 
ANC was no more strange than 
“Americans or South Africans 
coming to liberate my parents in 
my country” during World WarIL 

Passtoors was bom in the Net- 
herlands and holds both Dutch 
and Belgian citizenship. 

She spent some years in Ame- 
rica where she married ant- 
hropologist Pierre van Leynseele, 
foe father of her four childrea, and 
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first came to Africa about 20 years 
ago. 

In 1970 she completed a degree 
at foe National University of Zaire 
and returned to Holland. There 
foe met Dutchman Mass de Jonge 
while working as an assistant in 
foe department of African lin- 


guistics at Leiden University. 
They married in 1980. 

According to the prosecution, 
de Jonge was with her when they 
were seen burying foe arms north 
of Johannesburg. He faced foe 
same charges but escaped from 
police last July and has since then 


been holed up in foe Dutch emb- 
assy in Pretoria. 

Passtoors stayed on, working at 
foe University of Maputo. After 
agreeing to help the ANC move- 
ment, foe came to live in Joh- 
annesburg in February 3985 and 
: was arrested in June of foe same 


year. 

An acclahned African linguist. 
Passtoors receives praise for her 
academic abilities, from students 
and staff who knew her while she 
was. studying at the University of 
the Witwatersrand. 


Military rulers in Latin 
America have dwindled to 2 


By Berd Debusmann 

Reuter 

MEXICO CITY — Paraguay and 
Chile used to be part of a solid bloc 
of mUitaiy- ruled states that str- 
etched from the southern tip of 
Argentina to the rain forests of 
Brazfl. 

But now they are foe exc- 
eptions, and dissent and violence 
Alfredo Stroessner’ s Paraguay 
and Augusto Pinochet’s Chile 
have sparked predictions about 
the future of Latin America's last 
two military rulers. 

"Twilight of the dictators,” said 
a recent newspaper beadEne fa 
Guatemala, where three decades 
of almost uninterrupted military 
rule ended last year with foe ele- 
ction of a civilian president Vra- 
icio Cerezo. 

He was the last in a long string 
of civilians who have replaced mil- 
itary 1 rulers fa the past decade. In* 
foe early 1970s, only 10 Latin 
American governments were run 
by democratically-elected gov- 
ernments. 

Now there are 25, and almost 
90 per cent of the 400 million 
people of Latin America and foe 
Caribbean Eve under some form 
of democratic system. 

Latin American diplomats say a 
rising tide of democracy has been 
a major factor fa spurring opp- 
osition groups in Chile and Par- 
aguay. 

“If Pinochet and Stroessner 
were listening, they could hear foe 
bells toll,’’ said a Western envoy 
familiar with both countries. 
‘Whether they are listening is 
another matter.” 

But despite mounting opp- 
osition at home and considerable 
pressure from abroad — chiefly 
from tire United States — Str- 
oessner and Pinochet appear det- 
ermined to ding to power at all 
costs, unlike foe Philippines’ Fer- 
dinand Marcos and Haiti's Jean- 
Gaude Duvalier. 

Marcos and Duvalier bowed out 
and went into exile after Was- 
hfagton, once an alty of both, 
made clear it had no intention of 
hacking them in- the face of- 
widespread protests to their rulej 
“There are some obvious par- 
allels between the two who left 
and the two who are still in 
power.” said a U.S. State Dep- 
artment official in Washington 
recently. 

One of the parallels is a distinct 
change of attitude by Washington, 
where a succession of adm- 
inistrations used to count Pinochet 
and Stroessner among the most 


stalwart soldiers in the fight aga- 
inst international Communism. 

U.S. political and economic 
pressure were behind foe tur- 
bulent events leading to the mur- 
der of elected Marxist President 
Salvador Allende in foe 1973 mil- 
itary coup which brought Pinochet 
to power. 

In foe late 1950s and early 
1960s, UJS. military aid to Par- 
aguay helped build up the' police 
and security machinery which 
enabled Stroessper to become the 
world’s longest-serving right-wing 
nrier. • 

Stroessner, 73, has now been fa 
power for 32 years — longer than 
any other ruler on earth with foe 
exception of North Korea's Kim fl 
Sung. 

Latin American analysts feel 
that for the rulers of Chile and 
Paraguay, U.S. pressure will ult- 
imately be more decisive than str- 
ikes, demonstrations and other 
signs of domestic dissent which are 
routinely crushed by force there. 

Precisely what brought about 
the U.S. change of attitude is a 
matter of debate both in Was- 
hington and foe capitals of Latin 
America. 

In Chile, the government has- 
been incensed by a U.S.- 
. sponsored United Nations res- 
olution criticising its human rights 
records last March — a complete 
turnabout after years of voting 
against resolutions condemning 
foe Pinochet government. 

In Paraguay, the government 
has accused US. Ambassador 
Qyde Taylor of interfering in the 
country’s internal affairs by hav- 
ing talks with apposition leaders 
— - as in Chile, a break with past 
practice. - 

“There is strong U-S. pressure 
on Stroessner," a group of Par- 
aguayan exiles said m a statement 
published in the Argentine news- 
paper Garin, adding that Str- 
oessner had already agreed to go 
into exile. 

'The Paraguayan and Chilean 
governments reacted with def- 
iance and anger to what they saw 
as foreign meddling in their aff- 
airs. 

In Asuncion, government spo- 
kesman Anibal Fernandez des- 
cribed as “foreign swinishness’’, 
reports that Stroessner was in bad. 
health and contemplating a life of 
leisure in ante. 

fa a rare statement tofoe press, 

Stroessner took issue with such 
reports: "As far as I know, I am 
notill," he told a Sao Paolo news- 
paper.“If I am nommated... I will 
agafa be a candidate for the pre- 
sidency of Paraguay.” 


Anti-lslamic emotions on the rise in Belgium 


By Fiona Leney 

Reuter 

BRUSSELS — A recent display 
of Muslim fundamentalism by 
immigrants in Brussels has sho- 
cked Belgians and led to fears of a 
spate of racism. 

A demonstration by Muslim 
immig rants fast month against the 
UJS. bombing of Libya, mingling 
anti-American slogans with Isl- 
amic chants, has brougtif 'a 
backlash of zeaophobia which apt- 
iracism bodies fear could explode 
into violence. 

“Women wearing chadors (tra- 
ditional Islamic dress) and cha- 
nting Islamic slogans, portraits of 
(Iranian leader Ayatollah Rnh- 
ollah) Khomeini and (Libyan lea- 
der Colonel Miiammar) Qadhafi 
borne aloft, not in Tehran or Tri- 
poli bat Brussels” complained the 
newspaper le Soir after the pro- 
test 

Justice Minister Jean Gol, 
known for his tough stance on law 
and order and i mmigra tion, said 
“The presence of fanatics in our 
country calk for particular action 
and vigilance," and promised a 
crackdown on what he called ext- 
remist elements in immigrant 
communities. 

A few days later, three Arabs 
involved in the protest were exp- 
elled on the grounds that their 
papers were not in order. 

Anti-racist groups say Gol was 
exploiting the outrage felt thr- 


oughout this traditionally placid 
country, where domestic linguistic 
conflicts between Flemish and 
French-speakers usually inflame 
passions more than racial ten- 
sions. . 

Sam Boochel of foe anti-racist 
body Sos Racisme told Reuters 
only a spark was needed for exi- 
sting tensions with the Muslim 
communities to flare up into open 
hostility. 

“The demonstration was a tnr- 
nfag point, things can only get, 
worse for immigrants ... the Bel- 
gians now think ail Arabs are dan- 
gerous fanatics — it’s the perfect 
pretext for blatant racism, ,r he 
said. 

BoncheL, born of Moroccan 
parents, describes himself as' 
“nrikUy religions’’ and says the 
vast majority of Muslims in Bel- 
gium are foe same. 

“The few extremists in the 
demonstration — only a handful 
out of 2,000 marchers — angered 
and dismayed foe rest of the Arab 
community, who feel they are 
using religion to political ends,” 
he said. 

# 

“The big problem is com- 
municating, convin ci ng the Bel-. 
giam that this myth about ns and. 
our religion is not true, that true 
Islamic faith is not about violence 
mid extremism,” he added. 

The demonstration, with tel- 
evision lenses zooming in on fur- 
ious protesters chanting Islamic 


slogans, fists jabbing the air, has 
made Bouchers task much harder. 

“We knew we had a large Arab 
community in our midst, but we 
hadn’t realised it was a hotbed of 
religious extremism,” one gov- 
ernment official said, summing up 
reaction to foe incident. 

Relations between Belgian aut- 
horities and Muslim immig rant's 
were already strained. 

The conservative newspaper la 
Dexniere Heure complained that 
some Brussels areas, such as foe 
neighbourhood of the Midi rail 
station, were more tike an Islamir 
city than a European one. 

Many women do wear foe cha- 
dor in- the Midi area, and halal 
butchers (who s laugher meat acc- 
ording to Muslim customs) and' 
stores selling sugary Tunisian 
sweets flourish fa grimy streets 
once dotted with dark, smoky 
"estaminettes" or cheap workers’ 
bars. 

But Muslims are ooly one of the 
minorities in a city where the lar- 
gest i mm i g rant community is 
French and where common mar- 
ket bureaucrats people whole 
quarters. 

One in 10 of the city’s inh- 
abitants is Muslim, but the 
100,000 Muslims in Brussels are 
made op of (Efferent nationalities. 
More than half are Moroccan, 
with Turks, Tunisians and Alg- 
erians making up the rest. 

Muslims of all nationalities in 
Belgium total 200-250,000, com- 


pared with 250,000 itnxnigranl 
from Italy alone. 

Bat as in neighbouring Franc* 
Che economic situation in Belghu 
has turned the Muslims into pal 
itical scapegoats. 

In February Charles Pique 
mayor of the Brussels quarter c 
St. Gflles where half foe inh 
ab Hants are immigrants, closed ai 
Iranian cultural centre because b 
alleged it attracted Islamic ext 
re mists. He also stopped religion 
lessons on Islam, saying the tec 
-hers indoctrinated their pupils. 

But, Bouchel says, Arab you 
ngsters are more likely to be dri 
ven to Islamic fundamentalism bj 
the frustrations of living in a hos- 
tile community than by inti 
oc trination. 

_ “We aren’t allowed to take an] 
civil service jobs ... we are throwi 
oat of night dubs and bars evet 
though that sort of discriminatioi 
is supposed to be illegal — fo 
some kids fundamentalism o ffer 
a feeling of belonging am 
strength,” he rays. 

But the Belgians feel they have 
been too tolerant. 

“There is a feeling that Pique 
was right. If a European goes to an 
Islamic country he has to comply 
wth the laws and habits there. H 
Muslims co me here they should be 
prepared to integrate, and that 
® cai J s respect our customs and 
faws, one senior Belgian o fficial 
told Reuters. 


Soviet draft treaty on missiles raises cautious hopes 


By Wiliam Scalty 

Ratter 

WASHINGTON — The Soviet 
Union's presentation of a draft 
treaty mi medium-range unclear 
missiles has raised cautious hopes 
that negotiators at the Geneva 
nuclear and space talks might at 
last be able to get down to bus- 
iness. 

At their summit meeting in 
November US. President Reagan 
and Soviet leader Mikhafl Gor- 
bachev called for progress on an 
interim intermediate nuclear force 
(INF) agreement and U.S. off- 
icials say this aspect of the aims 
control negotiations offers the 
best chance of success. 

* Progress on INF could help the 
two tides to speed plans for the 
second Reagan-Gorbacfaev sum- 
mit, doe this year. 

Gorbachev has seemed to’ Knk 
.foe planned summit, . in Was- 
hington to an arms control agr- 1 
eement. Soviet television quoted 
him last week as raying a meeting 


could take place only if both sides 
were prepared for it to achieve 
tangible results — “even if in only 
one or two areas.” 

If S. ex p erts ' initial readings of 
foe new draft treaty presented hi 
Geneva last Thursday have found 
nothing new beyond already rev- 
ealed Soviet positions, officials 
say , but they expressed some hope 
the move might help to prod neg- 
otiations along. 

“Maybe we can get down to 
brass fades now ” an arms control 
official said, “but we need to ana- 
lyse it and talk to their negotiators 
and say, ‘Okay, now that you've 
gotit on the table, how serious are 
you about negotiating it?” 

The fact that the treaty was 
submitted quietly at Geneva was 
in contrast to recent Soviet pra- 
ctice, apparently aimed at seeking 
maximum publicity on anus con- 
trol proposals. 

Washington has complained of 
public propaganda wars on arms' 
control and of Soviet emphasis on 
generalities, rather than detailed 


negotiations, at Geneva. 

Although the two sides’ pos- 
itions an INF call for “zero opt- 
ions” — elimination of all 
medium-range missiles — Was- 
hington says Soviet proposals for a 
ban On foe upgrading of British 
and French nncksar forces and its 
failure to include its missiles in 
Soviet Asia are unacceptable. 

The Soviet presentation of a 
draft treaty followed foe Che- 
rnobyl nuclear accident, which 
some experts believe could affect 
the arms negotiations. They said 
Moscow’s defensiveness over the 
accident could translate into a 
tougher stance at Geneva. 

Gorbachev took ahard line aga- 
fast the West dining a television 
address on the accident, the worst 
in the history of nuclear power, 
com plai n mg of “an Unrestrained 
anti-Soviet campaign” by the' 
media. 

He also osed his address to ann- 
ou nce an extension until next 
August of a unilateral Soviet ban. 


on nuclear testing— and calls 
a meeting with Reagan in a J 
opean capital or Hiroshi 
Japan, where foe first a ft, 
bonfo was dropped by foe UJ 

1945, to discuss foe issue. 

The Reagan adminstratkx 
firmly rejected a test ban. 


safety and reliability of midetf 
weapons. 

The White House also brushed 
asxfc Gorbachev's call for. a 
meeting limited to dketwaag foe 
unclear test issue, noting font 
Gorbachev had been invited to the 
United States to ifaemufa ) entire 
range of issues between foe two 
.countries. 

Despite sharp disagreements 


°° snch issues as foe US. aim 
on Libya, which led to SoViet o 
«U^on of talks to pr^arofiwi 
Washington summit, tLS.offici 
believe a Gorbacfeev^cXf 
raeeting wiH take place thkyt 
probably fa the late 



* 


^stBob Geldof tells the 
£$! tale of a scruffy pop 
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star turned crusader 


By Paul Mbtieodfe 

Reuser 


V 


: 'A 





L 2!J5P N ' ftow on earth could 

a faded pop ^ ^ dishevelled 
: ^ naff scruffy jeans talk people 

aromd the wodd into givHjg 5100 

That question certainly int- 
ngu« rock star turned fundraiser 
Bob Geldof who, in a refre shingl y 
honest autobiography, is quick to 
admit: ”1 was a distinctly uns- 
avoury and decidedly unsuitable 
gerson for such a vocation.’' 
•‘Nothing in my fife; I would 
haw thought, cotdd have led me 
to mis, ’ writes the man who lau- 
nched the band aid charity record, 
organised the Live Aid concert 
and is now asking the world to dig 
deep into its podcets again with 
Sport Aid. 

He had drifted aimlessly as a 
h teenager, won transitory fame as 
w leader of the rock group the Boo- 
mtown Rats and then watched in 
despair as the band’s popularity 
declined. 

Suddenly his life, was given pur- 
pose when he saw a television film 

of starvmg Ethiopians and dec- 
; ided to act. His unswerving det- 
ennination then produced the 
world’s biggest pop concert, bea- 
med round the world by satellite 
from Britain and the United Sta- 
tes. 

“If the Rats had still been a sue- 
cess, I might never have manage 
to start out this enterprise which 
culminated for me in this moment 
of otter darby of purpose, that 
peerless day in July 1985,'’ he wri- 
fltes in his newly published aut- 
obiography, “Is That It?” 
“Cynicism and greed and sel- 
fishness had been eliminated fora 
moment. It felt good,” he says of 
the Live Aid concert. 

To arrange the fine-up for that 
1 7-hour show by rock music's big- 
gest names, he had to bully, 
charm, cajole and thiMB-n a 
whole host of pop managers, pro- 
moters and television stations. 
•After Live Aid, Geldof was 
proud to boast “the artificial and 
at times indulgent world of pop 
— was harnessed in an improbable 
marriage with the most basic 
human feelings of compassion.” 

In Geldof s native Ireland, old 
ladies queued up to give their 
^ wedding rings to famine relief. 

" One young British couple sold 
V their home for Live Aid. 

Now, 'in what could be otto final 
_ fling before band aft wraps up its,, 
charity collecting, Geldof is oig-^ 
anising Sport Aid, due to col 
inmate next weekend in a “race, 
against time” sponsored run in 
176 cities around the world. 

It will be beamed live around 
the globe by television satellite 
and will end with Geldof in New 
York joining a mass run to the 
United Nations where die Gcn- 
_ eral Assembly is to hold a special 
session on Africa this summer. 
Geldof has won international 
. acclaim and been nominated for a 
Nobel Peace Prize because of his 
ability to galvanise public opinion, 

: raise international awareness of 
■ famine’s horrendous con- 
sequences and talk bluntly to 
world leaders. 

His down-to-earth style was 
: dubbed "punk diplomacy" by Bri- 
tish journalists. Geldof comments 


in his book “I thought if was just! 
speaking my min d." 

Whether he was haranp ijn 
British Prime Minister Margart. 
Thatcher or accompanying Prince) 
Charte and Princess Diana to' 
Lw® Aid, Geldof s sartorial tra- 
demark was always straggly hair, 
and an old pair of jeans. 

He says in his*au to biography; 
"People stfll go on about me being 
dirty, untidy and unkempt. It alw- 
ays staggers me that it bothers 
them so much and me not at all.” 

His autobiography is as blunt as 
be is. In fact, the racier details of 
his youth have prompted the pub- 
lishers to put a warning out on the 
cover to parents who may be tem- 
pted to toy the book for their chi- 
ldren. 


It is admirably honest and wit- 
hout pretension, '***** Kn g his aim- 
less teenage years in Dublin. The 
book then chronicles a wandering 
life as a drug-induced hippie con- 
templating suicide in a London 
squat, work in Madrid as a lan- 
guage teacher, writing for a pop 
magazine in Vancouver, Canada 
and back again in Dublin being the 
cleaner in an abattoir. 

He drifted into pop music, set- 
ting up a band that was to be called 
Mark Skid and the Y-fronts, cha- 
nged its name to the ni ghrtife 
thugs but finally settled for the. 
Boomtown Rats, named after a 
street gang in an Oklahoma -oil 
town in Woody Guthrie’s aut- 
obiography. 

Urey were a huge success in Bri- 
tain but never achieved simil ar 
feme in the United States despite 
touring there. 

The group’s popularity was 
waning by foe time Geldof lau- 
nched foe Band Aid crusade with 
a charity record by all of this cou- 
ntry’s leading rock stars. But he 
will always be gra t efu l for music’s- 
ability to break down barriers. 

“Rjock music is one of foe great 
20th century art forms, not least 
because of its internationalism, its 
ability to transcend the artificial 
barriers of language and frontier 
and speak instinctively to the 
whole world in a way that other 
sorts of music have never quite 
done,” be writes. 


Lord’s Airline on a wing and a prayer 


By Matt Spctahrick 

Reuter 


MIAMI — A group of born-again 
Christians has formed a new bus- 
iness for prayer and profit — foe 
Lord’s Airline Inc. — to fly three 
times a week from Miami to the 
Holy Land. 

Some rcHfeknis leaden den- 
ounced the choice of name as bla- 
sphemy, bat the businessmen — 
convinced they are under taking a 
divme mission — -have paid 
attention to their critics. 

After ' years of pfenrifo g and 
months of frustrating delays, off- 
icials say the airline win soon 
begin flights. 

A major U-S. airline, in a dis- 
play of advertising bravado, once 
touted itself as the “wings of 
man," bat this is tile first time any 
of the world’s passenger earners 
have gone so far as to claim to be 
the wings of God. 

‘‘TfieRnsaans have their air- 
Ime. The British have one. So does 
Playboy. So why shouldn’t the 
Lord have an aotine all his own?” 
asked Ari Marshall, 51, the com- 
pany’s chief executive. 


hi his fund-raising, Geldof has 
been most impressed by 
Calcutta-based missionary Mot- 
her Teresa and Prince Charles,! 
heir to foe. British throne. 

■ ’ ? “The second I met Mother Ter- 
esa stie s truck me as befog foe hv- 
fsing embodiment of moral good. I 
felt I had no business si tt fe g next 
to a tiny giant,” he writes. 

“Of all the people I have met 
since this began. Prince Charles is. 
without doubt the onel have been 
most impressed by ... he is con- 
cerned, compassionate, highly 
intelligent and I think nervous 
about expressing himself," Geldof 
says. 

But what does Geldof see as his 
own epitaph? He says “When: 
Band Aid doses down finally. I 
will breathe a sigh of rebel 
“We will leave a legacy behind 
in Europe and America in the 
minds of young children and 
teenagers who may ooe day come 
to view Africa not as a distant 
impoverished continent but as a 
dose-neighbour being helped bade 
to health.” 
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1st Indian American bishop 
in Catholic church named 


_ GALLUP, New Mexioo(R) — An! 
. Abenaki Indian bom and raised in 
- poverty has become the first Ame- 
rican Indian bishop in the Roman 
Catholic Church. 

Bishop Donald Pelotte was ins- 
talled in Gallup on May 6. More 
than 5,000 American Indians 
from 10 different tribes attended 
the installation and ma.« in an 


open air arena. 

What is important is not that I 
have been made a bishop but what 
having a native American bishop' 
means to all Indian people” PeI-_ 
otte told Reuters in an interview.’ 
“This is a historic time, important 
to native peoples throughout 
North and South America.” 
Pelotte, 41, is also one of the 
youngest bishops in foe Catholic 
Church. He wul work with more 
than 20,000 Catholic Indians in 
foe southwest in the heart of Ame- 
rica’s Indian country. 

Almost half tire U.S. Indian. 



population lives within, a four- 
state radius of Gallup, in 

\T 


northwest New Mexioo. The Nav- 
ajo reservation, home of the lar- 
gest tribe , sprawls across three sta- 
tes from northeastern Arizona,. 
v across the northwestern comer of 
New Mexico and into sou- 
theastern Utah. 

The Hopi and various Pueblo 
,- j Indians nfcn five in the area. 

-• Bishop Pelotte says he wants to 

- bring a message of love, hope and 
cultural pride to all Indian people. 

“As a child who grew up m pov- 
erty, I know what it is lure to be. 
. poor, to feel low self-esteem,'’ 

- Pelotte said. “It is important for 
Indian people to fed self pride. If 

' is inyortant for Indian people to 
‘ realise that they are loved and 
have many valuable md tal- 
eats to share with foe woxhL 

“The theme for my mioistxyi 


here will be 'strengthen one ano^ 
ttier,’ from the epistle of Saint 
Paul to the Romans. Indian peo- 
ple need to realise that they are 
important” 

Pelotte said that American Ind- 
ians were the poorest of the poor, 
in America. But be said that des- 
pite the material poverty of Ind- 
ians in the southwest they were 
fortunate to maintain then own 
land, language and colfcxral and 1 
religious 

“Even i 

Abenaki Indian of the . 
nation, I grew up speakmgJ 
not Algonquin," Pelotte said. 

. “Eastemlndiaiis have lost most 
of their cultural identity. They 
have lost their language aid they 
have lost most of their lands. Ind- 
ian people here in foe southwest 
are far more fortunate than their, j 
brothers m the northeast.” 
Pelotte was bom ca a fenn near 
Waterville, Maine. His parents 
divorced when he was three. I 
months old and hs mother, who 
was of French -Canadian descent, 
raised her children alone. 

Pelotte said his mother’s faith 
helped to pull the family through 
die difficult yeas of poverty. 

“ My mother said to always trust 
in God, that God would provide 
and so he did,” Pelotte said. “My ] 
father left when my twin brother 
and X were three months old. We 
were raised in dire poverty. We 
didn’t have any running water. We 
were ca welfare. We were totally 
dependent cm foe help erf foe nd-| 
ghbours and oar fallow fanners.” 

Pelotte said it was after foe fam-j 
fly moved into Waterville and he 
became an altar boy that he con- 
sidered entering foe priesthood, | 

His mother could not afford toj 
sendhim to a seminary, but be was! 
supported by the duuchj 


The service will be geared to 
Christian and Jewish pilgrims, and 
wffl offer amenities never before 
seen on commercial airlines. 

Bfoles and miniatur e Torahs 
wffl replace fa-fEght magazines, 
and alcohol will be prohibited. 
Gospel hymns and religious music 
will be pqwd over the public add- 
ress system. . 

Earphones will carry sermons, 
refigtons dfecuaaons and Bible 
stories'. In-fSght movies will have 
bibhc&l. themes. 

Itisaflpartof a vision as seen by 
Marshall, who during 30 years in 
airline marketing has worked for 
Boa American World Airways, 
Agftwic e and the Sovfat Union’s 
AeipfloL* 

He persuaded several boro- 

agafa Christia n group s to forest S3 
mflfion in the enterprise: and has 
spent the last four years winding 
hi* way rii rtona fa the federal bur- 
eaucracy seeking permission to 
launch the hew carrier. 

East year. Lord’s Airfine acq- 
uired its first and only plane, a 
24-year-old DC-8 jetliner. 

It was Christened the “Flagship 
-Jerusalem" emblazoned with the 


airline’s name in eight-foot tall let- 
ters and decorated on the inwb» 
with the ten commandments and 
religious murals. 

Last November Christian and 
Jewish clergymen were assembled 
on the tarmac at Miami In t- 
e rn a tional Airport to bless the 
plane and pray for the airline's 
success. 

For added insurance, the plana 
was anointed wifo barrels of water 
brought over from the Jordan 
River. 

“This plane is a tool of God. We 
are his custodians,” Marshall said. 

But the airfine has raised a few 
eyebrows at MkuhFs busy airport. 
Sail one irate official of a wn||tr 
airfine: “It's a cheap stunt to get 
business from religious tra- 
vellers” 

Although foe owners claim that 


Before the carrier can book pas- 
sengers, the U.S. Department of 
Transportation must decide whe- 
ther it has the financial barking 
and expertise to serve foe public. 

The Federal Aviation Adm- 
inistration has certified the air- 
worthiness of the aircraft, but ins- 
pectors have ordered its engines to 
be muffled to meet federal noise 
standards. 


their business decisions are guided the purer 
by a .“higher authority”, they see When 


nothing wrong with making a pro- 
fit from Lord's Airfine. 

After more *h»n a year of fru- 
strating delays, the airline is still 
waiting for word from earthly aut- 
horities giving it permission to get 
off the ground. 


Marshall said he expected to 
fesolve foe remaining regulatory 
issues over die next few weeks and 
begin service in mid- June. The' 
Lord’s Airline {dans to operate its 
186-passenger plane three times a 
week from Miami to Tel Aviv via 
Luxembourg, charging about 
£1,000 round trip. 

That, said Marshall, will be just 
the first step. He is negotiatmg for 
the purchase of two more aircraft. 

When the time comes to exp- 
and, Marshall Dopes to reach for 
another goal — flying pjjfg nn K to 
occupied Jerusalem, a destination 
which has been placed off-limits to 
US. carriers because tire gov- 
ernment regards the city as occ- 
upied territory. 


Randa Habibs 


Certificates are 1 not enough 
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Your oasis in the sky 
is coming closer* 


Emirates brings a totally fresh approach 
to flying. Freshly appointed planes. Freshly 
prepared meals. Plus a fresh new attitude 
to Economy passengers - a warm 4/ 
welcome and first-class treatment. |2!)J, 
Flying Emirates is so comfortable, 
it’s like an oasis in the sky. And # _ 

we’ll take you to Dubai four Emirates 

times a week, from June 1. flllJRE 


rtatv/j £**#** KDG HUSSEIN ST. 1H~ NOS. 655377/6517^/652188 P.O.BOX 7067 mm, J0TOAN 




France downs the U.S., 
heads for team cup final 


DUESSELDORF, West Germany (R) — France 
took a big step towards the final of the tennis World 
Team Cup Wednesday when Thierry Tuiasne and 
Henri Leconte led them to victory over defending 
champions the United States. 


Tuiasne beat 1985 Wimbledon 
finalist Kevin Curren and Leconte 
defeated Eliot Teltscher, both in 
straight sets, to give France an 
unbeatable 2-0 lead before the 
Concluding doubles. 

France have now won both of 
their ties in the “Red” group and, 
barring a major upset against 
Argentina on Friday, will line up, 
in the final of the $500,000 tou- 
rnament on Sunday - 
Argentina kept themselves in 
with an outside chance by not- 
ching their first victory of the 
round-robin tournament Wed- 
nesday against West Germany, 
with singles wins from Guillermo 
VGas and Martin Jaite. 

Despite the absence this year of 
John McEnroe and Jimmy Con- 
nors, the U.S. looked a formidable 
obstacle to France’s hopes of rea- 
ching their first final. 

But Tuiasne. ranked 1 3th in the 


world, gave the French a superb 
start with his 6-3, 6-2 win over 
Curren, who is two places higher 
on the computer ranking list. 

Curren is not at home on slow 
clay courts and was unable to exp- 
loit his powerful serve and volley 
game against the Frenchman, who 
pinned him to the baseline with his 
deep topspin shots. 

Tuiasne kept Curren moving 
bora side to side, curbing the 
South African-born player's nat- 
ural instinct to move into the net. 

Teltscher, who has slipped to. 
43rd in the world, is at his best on 
clay and put up altogether a tou- 
gher fight before going down to 
Leconte 6-3. 7-5. The match inc- 
luded just two breaks, Teltscher 
dropping his opening service game 
and faltering again at 5-5 in the’ 
• second set 

Leconte, ranked 10th in the 
world, became the star of last 


years tournament by beating Ivan 
Lendl of Czechoslovakia and 
Swede Mats Wilander. 

Those victories made him a 
great favourite with the Due- 
sseldorf public and, though his 
performance Wednesday was less 
spectacular, his clowning and occ- 
asional flashes of inspiration kept 
the crowd happy. 

But the spectators would have 
been even happier if the home 
team had acquitted themselves 
better. 

Tuesday they picked up just 
seven games in their defeat by 
France and Wednesday managed 
only 10 against Argentina, pro- 
ving they are much less of a force 
without Boris Becker, who is res- 
ting for the French Open next 
week. 

Hansjoerg Schwaier lost 6-1, 
6-2 to the old clay court maestro 
VGas and Andreas Maurer went 
down 6-2, 7-5 to Jaite. 

Sweden are expected to move 
towards the final s winners of the 
“Blue” group by beating Cze- 
choslovakia Thursday, while Aus- 
tralia take on Switzerland. 


SPORTS IN BRIEF 


Francescolli only interested in World Cup 

MEXICO CITY (A?) — Enzo Francescolli said Tuesday he is 
concerned only with Uruguay’s performance in fee World Cup 
and that be does not now “want to think about my transfer to die 
Racing Club of Paris.” Francescolli. one of the stars of the Uru- 
guayan team, said he would be with the French dub for five years. 
However, he said the contract stipulated that if “another team is 
interested in my services the possibility wfll be considered.” " 

Hopes rise for Zico and Cerezo 

MEXICO CTTY (R) — Brazilians Zico and midfielder Toninho 
Cerezo are showing signs of recovering from injury in time to beat 
Friday’s deadline for naming World Cup squads. Striker Zico has 
a knee injury and midfielder Toninho Cerezo hamstring trouble, 
but the team doctor reported Tuesday that both players bad 
improved considerably. Brazilian coach Tele Santana insists that 
the pair must undergo a match test against America on Friday. 

Referees warned of dirty play of Latins 

MEXICO CITY (R) — Referees in the World Cup finals starting 
here on May 31 will have to watch out for foul play by i -grin 
players, a Mexican former referee said. “One of the problems 
referees wGI have to face is the intentional foul play and craftiness 
of many Latin players.” Mario Rubio, a member of the World 
Cup Organising Committee’s Technical Commission, said. 


FIFA chief to seek a fourth term 


MEXICO CITY (AP) — Joao 
Havelange. president of the Int- 
ernational Federation of Ass- 
ociation Football, formally ann- 
ounced Tuesday he is seeking a 
fourth term as leader of the gov- 
erning body of world soccer. 

Havelange, speaking to rep- 
orters on arrival here before the 
1986 Soccer World Cup tou- 
rnament, also said he does not bel- 
ieve any terrorist actions would be 
aimed at him. 
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‘flf I were a victim of some ter- 
rorist action during the cha- 
mpionship, filling my duty at the 
head of FIFA, I would die with 
plea sure.” the Brazilian said. 
FIFA is the acronym for the fed- 
eration. 

The government and the tou- 
rnament’s organising committee 
have put a great emphasis on inc- 
reasing security to guard against 
any such problems during the tou- 
rnament. 

Havelange, who has been an 
innovator during his leadership of 
FIFA with such changes as ino- 


FURNISHED FLATS 
FOR RENT 

Fully-furnished one bed- 
room and two bedroom flats, 
w/w carpet, colour TV, cen- 
tral heating, telephone. 

Two locations, Jabal Amman, 
near Fifth Circle and Abdali 
area. 

Phone: 673768, 672842 after 
2 p.m. 


The Management Team of 
Holiday Inn Amman 
is pleased to announce the opening of 



featuring completely' renovated facilities 
which include two windbreaker protected 
tennis courts, a large swimming pool and 
cabanas. 

Tennis lessons with a professional multi- 
lingual trainer are also available. 

For more information on membership appli- 
cation and tennis lessons, please call Holiday 
Inn Amman, Executive Offices 6631 00, ext. 3171. 
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Amman 

Luxury you’ll enjoy... Value you’ll appreciate 


reasing the number of teams in the 
world cup finals horn 16 to 24, is 
expected to be re-elected una- 
nimously during the org- 
anisation’s convention here May 
25-29. 

The World Cup starts May 31, 
with 52 games scheduled at 12 
stadiums in nine Mexican cities 
from the inauguration to the June 
29 championship. 

Havelange said he does not 
expect a violent style of soccer, but 
rather one of high quality. 

“The 24 teams that are going to 
participate in the champio nship 
are well prepared and will dem- 
onstrate die quality and the adv- 
ance that soccer has had in recent 
years,” he told reporters. 

“I hope that the play might be of 
high quality where violence will 
not be allowed by the referees. 
The referees have the order to be 
strict to prevent violence from tak- 
ing over a game in this World 
Cup.” 



VILLA TO LET IN SHMEIS ANI 
50 yards from the French School 

1. Ground floor of 275 sq. metres consisting of 3 bedrooms, office 
room and accessories. 

2. Fully-furnished ground floor consisting of one/two bedrooms and 

accessories. 

Both floors include separate telephones, central heating and private 
garden. 

Fur information, please contact Sami at 665804, or 668464 all day. 
Preferential prices are given to small famHies. 


INTERNATIONAL 
PHARMACEUTICAL COMPANY 

has a vacancy for a Medical Representative. 
Pharmacists with good command of English 
are invited to call 637117, 634117 between 
8:30 - 13:00 for an appointment. 


FURNISHED FLAT FOR RENT 

Consisting of one bedroom, sitting and dining hall, 
kitchen and bathroom with central heating, coloured 
. TV and telephone. 

Location: Shmeisani, near French School 

For further information, please call: 662349 between 
'8:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.ra. 667072 between 3:00 - 7:00 p.m. 



NOTICE v NOTICE * NOTICE 


(SHOW THIS COUPON AND YOU WILL GET 
20% DISCOUNT) 

Due to public demand and great success, the Bed- 
ouin’s Bazaar Annual Tent Sale, the first such exh- 
ibition in Amman, will continue its sales until Friday 
May 23rd. 

Located between the 7th and 8th Circles, near American 
School, next to Chili House. 



The World 


This is the first part of a series on 
Uruguay's inaugural triumph on 
surprise victory in 1982 in Spain. 

By Robert Philip 

Reuter 

LONDON — It remains to be 
seen whether the 1 986 World Cup 
finals will be remembered for the. 
quality of foe football bin the lou- 
.raament will be the biggest sports 
extravaganza ever mounted. 

An estimated television aud- 
ience of 10 billion — more than 
twice the world population — will 
sit through the 51 gamt« once foe 
action starts in Mexico City on 
May 31 and over one billion will 
tune into foe final on Jnne 29. 

The worldwide interest is in 
stark contrast to the early days of 
foe World Cup, which was the bra- 
inchild of Frenchman Joles Rimet, 
president of the FIFA from 
1920-54 and after whom the ori- 
ginal trophy was named. 

That solid gold Jules Rimet Cup 
is now the property of Brazil, win- 
ners in 1958-62-70, and foe 24' 
1986 finalists will be competing 
for what is simply called foe FIFA 
Work! Cup, currently in the pos- 
session of Italy. 

Hopefully, the likes of Mar- 
adona , Platini and Zico will pro- 
vide moments to treasure because 
the previous 12 finals are rich in 
the folklore of football: 

Uruguay 1930 — Just 13 cou- 
ntries decided to enter the ina- 
ugural tournament, which was 
eventually won by the host nation. 

The four Europeans, Bel gium, 
Romania, Yugoslavia and France, 
travelled to South America on the 
same ship — the journey took two 
weeks — and courteously called 
into Rio De Janeiro to pick up the 
Brazilians. 

On Sunday July 13, France and 
Mexico had the honour of staging 
the first ever .* 'World Cup tie, the 
French winning 4-1. 

But it was the final on July 30 
between Uruguay and near- 
neigh boms Argentina which ass- 
ured the World Cup of an hon- 
oured place on the sports cal- 


Cup’s glorious 

the hbtory of the H odd C up from 

its own ground in .'930 to Italy \ -rv^ , 


IT 


FOR RENT OR SALE GROUND FLOOR 
AND/OR 1ST FLOOR OF A VILLA 

1. Ground floor: Three bed-- ^ J 

rooms, three bathrooms, big jF g»j 

garden, separate entrance/ JV* /, — > [If ->* 

and utilities, telephone, fur-- 

nished or unfurnished. =t 7 |f| -I | nPir* 35 

2. First floor deluxe: Four bed- ^T~%' I L —n J l I 

rooms, office, two salons, J, | p j I l|' 
three bathrooms, two kit- ' J 

chens( of them one big Ame- 
rican style), telephone and 

new furniture. Location: Off Seventh Circle at 

3. Roof: Three rooms, two bat- Engineers Housing Estate 
h rooms and big terrace, fur- ” ,ease contact Tel: 811006 
nished. 


FOR THE BEST IN TRAVEL 

Arrangements worldwide, permits, tours, and acc- 
ommodation facilities in Jordan and the Holy Land. 

Please contact Vicky at the 
GUIDING STAR TRAVEL AGENCY 
Tel: 642526/646526 office 
Tel: 811173 home 


FOR RENT 

Fu mished flat, 1 st floor in a two storey house. Consisting of 3 
bedrooms. L-shaped living, dining room. Fully furnished and 
with wall-to-wall carpets. It has a private entrance, private 
telephone and separate central heating system. 

Location: Sixth Circle, near Amra Hotel 
Rent: JD 3,600 per annum 

Telephone 813709 


CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 
TAIWAN TOURISMO 
Authentic Chinese food 
• Friendly service 
Convenient location _ 
Also take-away sendee 
Dinner only served during 
the month of Ramadan 

location; Near 3rd Ctrcfe, 
apposite to 
AkHah Hospital 

Tel: 641093 


CHINA 

RESTAURANT 

ABOVE HOMAM 
SUPERMARKET 

Take away service avafiable 

Opm daily 1130 - 3:30 
~ and 6:30-11:00 

AQABA 
Tel: 03-314415 


radar. 

Although 10 special boats sai- 
led from Buenos Aires for the 
final , only eight docked in Mon- 
tevideo in time for the game. The 
rest were delayed by fog. 

Inside the stadium, the 90.000 
frenzied fans who bad secured tic- 
kets created a cauldron of noise 
with their firecrackers and rockets 
and file atmosphere intensified 
when both finalists insisted on 
using their own match ball. Bel- 
gian referee John Langenus set- 
tled the issue by walking on to the 
pitch carr yin g a ball under each 
arm. 

Argentina woa the toss for the 
c hoj p» of ball in the first half and 
Uruguay won foe Cup, designed 
. by French sculptor Abel Lafieaur , 
with a deserved 4-2 victory after 
trailing 2-1 at foe interval. 

The Uruguayan embassy in 
Buenos Aires was stoned the fol- 
lowing day... but the World Cup 
was here to stay. 

Italy 1934 — For the only time, 
the holders refused to defend the 
trophy and the hosts again tri- 
umphed in a 17-nation knockout 


tournament, mud to foe 

of Benito Mussolini, . r 
The now accepted format trf 
first phase groups bat Us critics, 
but Argentina and Snuff vtw 
extremely disenchanted after fe#. 
veiling s!000 mite* for one game. 

Argentina were beaten 3-2 ty 
Sweden white Brazil test 3-j ^ 
Spats in tbs first round, Mexico 
did not even make it into the ctmj- 
petition proper — they were Nn- 

ten by the United States is a pta- 
yoffforthe I6fo place in the draw, 
Italy and Czechoslovakia me(& 
the final in front of crowd of 
'55.000 in Rome and file Cze- 
choslovaks led 1-0 unnf eight 
minutes from tiroc- 
Then Italian forward Orsi — 
one of three A r geo tines in the side 
— equalised with a freak Hi lob 
which curled over the he ad of goa- 
lkeeper Planicka and Scbiavb 
scored again in extra time to give 
Italy the first of their three titles. 

The next day. Orsi tried to rep- 
eat his effort for the benefit of 
photographers — but gave up 
after 20 attempts. 

France 1 938 — Italy silenced 
the critics who said they would not 
have won four years earlier if they 
had played on foreign soil, though 
politics kept away a number uf top 
nations. 


THE Daily Crossword by M«tvin 


Ktmorfhf 


L ACROSS 
1 Sp- spouses: 

! abbr. 

5 Khayyam 
9 Ipso — 

14 Name in soccer 

15 React to yeast 

16 Missile 

17 Requests 

IS Public display 
20 Sound city? 

22 8eNef 

23 Men 

24 -Peter Pan'' 
character 

26 Gtsdo's note 
29 Metric measure 

31 Hockey greet 

32 Stick in 
one's — - 

33 OH city 

35 "You — 
mouthful” 

36 He wrote 
“Rock of Ages" 

41 Cutxc meter 

42 Bibles] verb 

43 Sea swaBow 

44 — de France 

45 Like some 
floors 

49 Equal: comb, 
form 

50 Long fish 
52 Forty- 
54 VJP 

57 Contribution 
status 
59 Dramatic 
c las sical opm 

62 Mulberry bark 

63 Stop, naut- 
.icafly 

64 Continental 
prefi* 

65 Elbe leader 

66 Farm buildings 

67 Condemn 

68 Retreats 

DOWN 

1 Sudden burst 

2 Close again' 

3 Soil salt 

4 Sonnet part 

5 City on the 
Oka 


■nn HKiaa 


■se* T * tv— •rt 


6 Blends 

7 Bat wood 

8 Repeat - 

9 Gladly old 
style 

10 Comic Johnson 

11 Standards 

12 Also 

13 Have 

19 Tavom.drtnk 
21 Air. fly 
25 More overgrown 
in a way 

27 Alan or Cheryl 

28 Not at home 
30 Wheel track 
32 Presidential 

nickname 

34 Crooned 

35 Egyptian 
landmark 

38 It province 

37 Indians 

38 Sen ile 

39 Vessel 

40 Baseball name 
44 “ — plenty o'-" 


Yesterday's Puzzle Solved: 

TUBT nTMM'hXT 

flpi iMw a 

4.0 4.1 i 

pjtJHjl 

I* : t M t T ftrLi 
111 ii i I ii MIIJ_.IL.Nj 


46 Raised 

47 Madden 

48 Ennch 

SI — und dntng 
S3 Brings up 
55 Detective's 
comment 


56 Race beck 
deals 

58 Long period 
ot time 

59 Dance step 

60 Bird: pref. 

61 Seie — non 


FOR RENT 

Two bedroom furnished apartment. 
Location: University of Jordan 
Staff Housing - Al jubeiha 

Please call 843999, after 3 p.m. 


FOR RENT 

Furnished ground floor flat, with garden consisting of two 
bedrooms, bathroom and kitchen with sitting, study and din- 
ing rooms. Separate central heating , telephone and car park. 

Located in Shmeisani, behind Marriott Hotel. 

For more information call 663507 


CHEN’S 

CHINESE 

RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing - 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 



The first* best 
Chinese Restaurant 
In Jordan 

1st Circle, Jabal Amman, 
near Ahltyyah Qlris School 

Take a way Is avaSUbit 

Opm daily 12:00-3:30 pjn. 
6:30 - Midnight 

JJ. 638968 


Mongolian Barbeque for 
lunch and dinner FRIDAY 


. Tel: 818214 
Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 1 2. -00-3:30 pin. 
6:30 - Midnight. 





Y Cinema 


CONCORD 


Tel: 677420 


A FILE IN MANNERS 

1 ‘ % Vt 1 

(Arabic) 

A «J 

Performance* 3: IS. 5:15. IMS. 10:45 



PcffoBMwn 3 JO. 5 JO. vm 1th 


^^^Cinema. 

r OPERA 


Tel: 675573 


EXCUTIONER 


PARTH 

■ 

^^PoiniuxBlrlS, 5r00. S-4S. UMS 



3»Ibuti« 


^Philadelphia 

Tel: 634144, 634149 


TORN BETWEEN 


TWO LOVERS 


^^PertWB»ca3Ja8J0. 10*5 

.J 
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LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 

LONDON (R) - 

-following are the buying and selling rates for 

leading world currencies and gold against the (foliar at midday ou 

the London foreign exchange and bullion markets Wednesday. 

One sterling 

13145/55 

U.S. dollars 

One U3. dollar 

23682/92 

Canadian dollars 


22473/83 

West German marks 


23305/15 

Dutch guilders 


13740/50 

Swiss francs 


4536/31 

Belgian francs 


7.1550/600 

French francs 


15403/15413 

Italian lire 


168.85/95 

Japanese yen 


7.1875/925 

Swedish crowns 


7.6150/200 

Norwegian crowns 


83150/200 

Danish crowns 

One ounce of gold 33830/339.00 

U.S. dollars 


LONDON STOCK MARKET 

'LO&LDON (R) — Share prices closed firmer but off the early 
highs in places oo profit taking, with equities marked up early in 
the day mainly in response to the late rally on Wall Street, dealers 
said. 

’ At 1530 GMT the FTSE 100 was up eight points.at 1.593.8 
after touching 1,594.8 earlier. 

• Boots, up a net 12p to 267, drew attention on speculation of a 
bid for the company. Possible suitors mentioned were Fisons, 1 Op 
off at 568. Dixons, 2p up at 342, and Beecham 1 5p higher at 380. 
AJKed-Lyons ended steady at 321 after its bid for Hiram Walker 
was cleared by the Department of Trade and Industry. 

Government bonds pared initial gains of around one point by Vi 
on profit taking but index linked issues were steady, dealers said. 
Gilts were'marked up at the outset in response to the firm per- 
formance on the U.S. bond market overnight. 

Among companies reporting results, Whitebread closed steady 
at 291 after annuals in line with expectations while Bass firmed 
20p to 788 after better than anticipated interims. London and 
Northern was a penny better at 73 Vi- but Avon Rubber stood 
unchanged at 300 also after results. 

S and W Berisford was steady at 210 after half year figures 
while in the same sector Hazlewood Foods rose 2 Op to 77 8. 


T TYOUR DAILY 

Horoscope 

from the Carroll Righter Institute J|_ 

FORECAST FOR THURSDAY, WAY 22, 1986 

GENERAL TENDENCIES: The daytime is good for 
dealing with important persons or some other large 
force, as there, is a good chance that you can achieve 
much success. 

ARIES (Mar. 21 to Apr. 19) Confer confidentially with 
an important person and get advice on how to best gain 
your ambitions. 

TAURUS (Apr. 20 to May 20) A situation arises that 
will make it possible for you to help a friend with the 
aid of your partners. 

GEMINI (May 21 to June 21) Handle your work or 
.business in an acceptable ! ashion and please those who 
count the-most to you: '• * - 

MOON CHILDREN (June 22 to JuL 21) Seek 
whatever is inspiring to you and get good results, since 
you have excellent judgment now. 

- LEO (JuL 22 to Aug. 21) Try to change conditions at 
your home so that all can agree and greater mutual 
benefits can accrue. 

VIRGO (Aug. 22 to Sept. 22) Go after the data you 

- need in order to build a firmer foundation to your life, 
aince you can attain it today. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23 to Oct. 22) Get out of that confused 
state early and you can easily improve financial and 
practical affairs. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to Nov. 21) Be with an important 
person who can help you to make some ambition come 
true. A romantic evening ahead. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 to Dec. 21) A good day to 
make improvements at your home and for making more 
harmony there. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 to Jan. 20) Listen to what a 
successful friend has to suggest for your progress. Get 
a wise plan started. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 21 to Feb. 19) Get in touch with 
a clever expert and gain the assistance you need in finanr 
dal and property affairs. 

PISCES (Feb. 20 to Mar. 20) You have good judgment 
now and can get a new course of activity going that will 
bring you growth and development 

IF YOUR CHILD IS BORN TODAY ... he or she will 
be willing to work very hard in order to gain whatever 
the ambition may be and will have great willpower and 
will not be easily thwarted in gaining own aims, once 
the mind is made up. Any pet prejudice should be forgot- 
ten. Promote acceptance and open-mindedness. 

FORECAST FOR FRIDAY, NAY 23, 1980 

GENERAL TENDENCIES: Today's full moon 
brings you a chance to wind up some plans that have 
been pending for some time, after which a new dispen- 
sation for you occurs in which conditions lighten up a bit 

ARIES (Mar. 21 to Apr. 19) Get caught up on un-. 
finished business in the morning, and then plan how to 
improve your day-by-day routines. 

TAURUS (Apr. 20 to May 20) Make sure you keep 
.a promise made to an associate in the morning, and then* 
handle other affairs that you have put aside. 

GEMINI (May 21 to June 21) You have been having 
difficulty performing some task but can handle it now.. 
Make a good impression on someone influential 

MOON CHILDREN (June 22 to JuL 21) Confirm an 
appointment for recreation and then get right to work 
and do a fine job with the cooperation of fellow workers. 

LEO (JuL 22 to Aug. 21) You have a duty to handle 
for a family tie, so get at it early and finish it. Try to 
improve conditions at borne. 

VIRGO I Aug. 22 to Sept. 22) Get desk work handled 
early and then handle any problematical affairs con- 
nected with your home and family. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23 to Oct. 22) Be sure to handle impor- 
' taut financial affairs in the morning; since later you will 
have to give foil attention to outside tasks. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to Nov. 21) Get your own goal 
worked out nicely in the morning, and then later work 
on money matters that have long-term aspects. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 to Dec, 21) Be sensible in 
completing a private affair, and later concentrate on a 
difficult problem with another. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 to Jan. 20) In the morning, yon 
finally gain an aim that has been difficult to do before 
this, and then go after another one that seems elusive. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 21 to Feb. 19) Handle that civic 
matter which you have been neglecting, then later yon 
can get the true facts and figures. 

PISCES (Feb. 20 to Mar. 20) You should have success 
with a new venture in the morning, and later yon can 
handle civic and credit affairs welL 


Economists express concern 
over U.S. growth figures 


WASHINGTON (R) —The US. 
economy’s surprisingly strong 3.7 
per cent growth between January 
and March may be deceptive bec- 
ause much or It results from a 
build-up of unsold inventories, 
economists have warned. 

k Tm surprised but not really 
delighted,” Ms. Cynthia Latta, 
senior financial economist for 
Data Resources Inc. of Lexington, 
Massachusetts, said Tuesday. 

“The upward revision in non- 
farm inventories does not bode 
well for the second quarter,” she 
added. 

The Commerce Department, 
w hich last month estimated the 
first-quarter growth in gross nat- 
ional product (GNP) at 32 per 
cent, said it was boosting the fig- 
ure to 3.7 per cent 
GNP is a broad measure of the 
value of all goods and services 
produced in the economy. 

The last time GNP expanded at 
3.7 percent was in the first quarter 
of 1985. But the economy inc- 
reased only a fractional 0.7 per 


cent during the fourth quarter of 
1985. 

Most economists had ant- 
icipated a revision downward for 
first quarter GNP. Financial and 
stock markets were initially sur- 
prised at the higher growth figure, 
New York stock market analysts 
said. 

Despite the 25.8-point rise in 
the New York Stock Exchange 
industrial index to 1,783.98, ana- 
lysts said lower ofl prices were a 
more significant influence than 
the improved GNP performance. 

Several expressed concern that 
large additions to inventories in 
the early months of this year will 
force factories to scale back pro- 
duction later. 

The Commerce Department 
reported a $7 billion increase in its 
earlier estimate for business inv- 
entories in the latest quarter — to 
S33 billion instead of S26 billion 
— and a smaller drop than earlier 
anticipated in government buying 
of goods aid services as key rea- 
sons for first-quarter growth. 


World needs 47m new 
jobs yearly, ILO says 

GENEVA (R) — The world wfll have to create 47 million new jobs 
every year for the next 40 years, mainly in developing countries, to 
find work for newcomers to the global labour force and to overcome 
unemployment, the International Labour Organisation (ILO) said 
Tuesday. 

A study by the United Nations agency estimated that the world’s 
active population would climb to 3,650 milli on by the year 2025 from 
2,160 million at present. 

More than 1,900 mflfion new jobs would be needed to absorb tins 
massive rise, and to give work to some 90 million unemployed as well 
as improving conditions for about 300 milli on underemployed, the 
document said. 

It foresaw an increase of 1,400 millio n workers in developing 
regions and warned that this enormous influx coukl jeopardise eco- 
nomic progress under way. 

In advanced industrialised countries a gain of only 70 million 
workers was anticipated, due mainly to a Hall in birth rates. Wor-' 
kforces in many of these nations could begin d windling from the year 
2000, possibly slowing economic growth, the study said. 

Aerospatiale improves 
profits and new orders 

PARIS (R) — French state- due to the lack of orders earlier in 
owned aerospace group Aer- tire decade, is expected to recover 
ospatiale Tuesday announced a slightly this year, 
sharp jump in profits and new . . The group should remain in 
orders in 1985 but wanted that the^rofit' tnfc~y&ar"and turnover is 1 ' 
lower dollar, cheaper 6H and sti- expected to pick up well by 1988 


ffer US. competition could bring" with die launch ofthe new A320 
problems this year. narrow-bodied Airbus, Mr. Mar- 

Chairman Henri Martre told be saki- 
journalists that Aerospatiale’s net But he cautioned that the group 

C tft rose 37 per cent to 454 mil- faced difficulties from lower woria 
francs ($65 million) last year material and oil prices, which 

and new orders soared nearly 75 were causing major economic 
per cent to 35 bflfion francs ($5 problems for many of its client 
bQBon), with export business acc- countries, 
ountmg for 70 per cent of the He said US. manu f ac tu rers — 
total. already more competitive in exp- 

The improved performance ort mar k e ts as a result of the dol- 
came after tire tough years of 1982 la^s fall — were also beuefitting 


and 1983, when the recession in 
world air transport drastically cut 
orders for Airbus passenger jets 
and led to a build-up of finished 
planes with no buyers at Aer- 
ospatiale’s Toulouse Works. 


from the growth in military credits 
and the US. military research 
budget * 

Mr. Martre said new orders for 
Aerospatiale had dipped to 73 
bfllfon francs ($1 bflnon) in the 


■ Those stocks have now been cut flrst quarter of 1986 from 7.8 bfl- 
shaxply and the group's turnover, 1km ($1.1 billion) a year earlier, 
which fell 22 per cent to 24.6 bn- and that overall new orders were 
lion francs ($3.5 billion) last year expected to be slightly lower . 


The A merican economy was 
booming along at a seasonally 
adjusted GNP rate of $3,624 tho- 
usand bfllion in the first quarter, 
up from a rate of $3 .548 thousand 
bufion in tire first three months of 
1985. 

But Ms. Latta said the latest fig- 
ures may indicate budding res- 
istance among consumers to con- 
tinue fuelling the economy thr- 
ough purchases, Mounting inv- 
entories are “certainly not a good 
sign for the second quarter,” she 
sail 

Mr. Doug Handier, lead eco- 
nomic forecaster for Wharton 
Econometrics Inc, noted that alt- 
hough, “the number is higher, it is 
not an indicator of strength" for 
the economy. 

Inventory accumulation sug- 
gests die first-quarter surge m 
GNP growth will be at the expense 
of tire April-June second quarter' 
and probably will cause eco- 
nomists to begia changing for- 
ecasts, he said. 

Lloyds raises 
insurance war 
risk premium 
for Gulf ports 

MANAMA, Bahrain (AP) — 
Hull insurance war risk premium 
for all Gulf ports with the exc- 
eption of the United Arab Emi- 
rates (UAE) has been increased 
by SO per cent by Lloyd's of Lon- 
don, effective Wednesday. 

The increase was levied in tire 
wake of the recentspate of attacks 
on ships by warring Iraq and Iran. 

The more than half increase is 
being levied on vessels sailing in 
Gulf waters between north of lat- 
itude 25 and west of longtitude 54, . 
according to Gulf-based shipping ' 
executives. 

The war risk premium levied by 
tire region's indigenous insurance 
group, the Arab War Ride Syn- 
dicate, continues to re main the 
same, tire executives said. 

The Lloyd’s hike on war risk 
premium is 0375 per cent. The 
pre mium for the UAE remains 
unchanged at 035 per cent 

A senior insurance official, who 
refused to be identified, said that 
the effective premium being cha- 
rged for ports in Kuwait and Saudi 
Arabia is 038125 per cent while 
for tire rest of tire ports in the Gulf 
it was 0.18125 per cent. 

The executives said that there 
had been no change in the war risk 
premium being charged on cargo 
since it was slapped in 1985, when 
the so-called Iraq-Iran tanker war 
was in its second year. 

But it is anticipated that the 
London-based War Ride Rating 
Committee (WKRC) might soon 
■recommend an upward revision, 
tire executive said, speaking on 
condition he not be named. 

The existing WRRC war risk 
premium for cargo to UAE ports 
is 0.05 per centand for other ports 
it fluctuates between 0.05 per cent 
for Bahrain, Qatar and Saudi 
Arabia, to 030 per cent for Kuw- 
aiti ports. 


Peanuts 


/how comeuieponY' 

l HAVE UNIFORMS? , 


IF U)E HAP UNIFORMS 
UHTHNAME5ANPNUMBER5, 
EVBW0NE UlOULD KNOW 
WHO WE ARE ... 


Kuwaiti minister expects 
near-term oil price rise 


KUWAIT (Agencies) - Kuwaiti Oil Minister AH Al 
A1 Sabah said In remarks published Wed- 
nesday that he expects ofi prices to contimwto jrise in 
the near term. 


“I believe in the near future 
there wilJ be an increase in oil pri- 
ces," he told the local daily new- 
spaper A1 Anba. 

Crude oil prices in New York 
fixtures markets rose above $17 a 
barrel Monday to their highest 
level since January, but Tuesday 
night dropped back by $1 a barrel 
to around $1630. 

The minister said tire steep slide 
in oil prices this year, to below SlO 
a barrel for some crudes in early 
April, had cut ofl exploration act- 
ivity outside die 13-member Org- 
anisation of Petroleum Exporting 
Countries (OPEC) more than 
expected. 

“Such developments will enc- 
ourage the share- of OPEC in the 
oil market to rise,” be added. 

' He warned, however, OPEC 
stfll faced problems in sharing out 
production quotas within the 
group, which in April agreed by a 
10-3 majority to curb its output to 
163 million barrels a day (b/d) in 
tire third quarter, and 173 milhon 
in the final quarter. 

The dissenters — Iran, Libya 
and Algeria — wanted deeper cuts 
in output, which a senior Libyan 
oil official said. here early this 
month was r unning at 18 million 


Sheikh Ali forecast a long round 
of talks at a regular meeting of 
OPEC ministers scheduled to 
begin on June 25 in Brioni, Yug- 
oslavia, to discuss quotas. 

OPEC, he said, still faced dif- 
ferences over production policies, 
but added: “We hope in this mee- 
ting to erase problems that mar- 
ked previous meetings.” 

' He criticised Britain for ref- 
using to cooperate with OPEC in 
moves to stabilise the market. The 
price slide has - led to pos- 
tponement of many North Sea 
projects, he said : * ‘The loser in the 
end is Britain, because it is not- 
cooperating with OPEC.” 

He said other non-OPEC pro- 
ducers contacted recently by the 
group over action to stabilise pri-' 
ces responded positively. 

Norway’s new government has 
publicly indicated it is prepared to 
support OPEC and China says 
Peking will freeze its oil exports to 
help art. 

The Kuwaiti newspaper A1 
Seyassah reported Wednesday the 
Soviet Union, Norway and Egy- 
ptand expressed readiness to coo- 
perate on condition all OPEC 
members committed themselves 


to production restraint 

Mexico, Malaysia and Angola 
have also been approached by 
OPEC for support and are rep- 
orted to have responded fav- 
ourably. 

In an interview with another 
newspaper, A1 Rai A1 A am. She- 
ikh Ali discounted reports that 
four international oil companies, 
members of the Aramco group, 
have served notice to the Saudi 

government that they would stop 
baymg Saudi crude if prices were 
not cut by 1.1 a barrel as the kin- 
gdom did last summer. 

“This is a figment of fiction, as 
Aramoo is a key client of Saudi 
crude and the two sides maintain a. 
good relationship. I think it is 
impossible that the dialogue bet- 
ween the two sides could reach 
such a stage,” Sheikh Ali said. 

The Kuwaiti minister said that 
were the four companies to make 
and carry out the threat of boy- 
cotting Saudi oil as had been rep- 
orted, then oQ prices would “rise 
in a mad way and reach unp- 
recedented levels.” 

Sheikh Ali said that con- 
struction of the pipeline carrying 
Iraqi natural gas to Kuwait was in 
its final phase, and the flow would 
start early in June . 

The pipeline's initial capacity 
will be 200 millioa cubic metres 
dafly, to increase later to 400 mil- 
lion cubic metres daily, be said. 


U.S. oil firms must leave 
Libya next month, Baker says 


WASHINGTON (AP) — US. oQ 
companies will have to get out of 
Libya by June 30 in line with dis- 
cussions held at tire Tokyo sum- 
mit, Treasury Secretary James 
Baker said Tuesday. 

Senator Christopher Dodd, a 
Democrat, asked Mr. Baker if the 
United States’ allies had pointed 
out at Tokyo that it has business 
people in Libya just as tire ind- 
ustrial nations of Western Eim>pe. 

“Number one, it was raised,” 
Mr. Baker replied. “Number two, 
in my opiifon the deadline will not 
be extended. Number three, tire 
reason for the period of grace we 
gave the United States companies 
operating in Libya.- was to pre- 
vent a windfall to tire Libyan gov- 
ernment so that drey wouldn’t 
simply have to walk away from 
those assets.” 

Mr. Baker's point was und- 
erfilled at another hearing by Mr. 
Francis Keating, assistant sec- 
retary of the U.S. Treasury. 

“lire president has given us our 
marching orders,” Mr. Keating 
told a subcommittee of tire House 
of Representatives Foreign Aff- 
airs Committee. “The ofl com- 
panies will be out of Libya by June 
30.” 

The subcommittee nevertheless 
urged Congress,by a voice vote, to 
.pass a law imposing tire June 30 
dead fine for Conoco, Amerada 
Hess, Occidental, Marathon and 
WA Grace... 

The companies have been exe- 
mpted from UJS. economic san- 
ctions imposed by the Reagan 
administration because of UJS. 


charges that Libya supports ter- 
rorism. Critics say the exemption 
gives U-S. allies an excuse for not 
sanctioning Libya themselves. 

Mr. Baker noted the United 
States has frozen some Libyan 
assets in this country. “It’s a hea- 
lthy sum of money,” he said. 

Asked for tire sum by Mr. 
Dodd, Mr. Baker replied that tire 
figure is classified but was unable 
to say why and promised to find 
out. A spokesman at the Treasury 
Department offered no exp- 
lanation. 

Mr. Baker was also questioned 
ou tire tifllioQ-dbUar debt of Third 
World countries and their burden 
of interest payments, estimated at 
$50 bflfiou a year. He opposed 
pdttinga cap on interests tes dia- 
rged by banks, as suggested m a 
resolution that Senator John 


Kerry, a Democrat, {flans to int- 
roduce. 

“When we start talking about 
debt refief, interest rate relief, 
leading below market (rates), the 
net effect of that is in every case 
going to be that that debtor is cut 
off tom access to the private fin- 
ancial market” Mr. Baker ass- 
-erted. 

._ “The credit will dry up. And not 
just credit for bank loans, (but) 
trade credits and ordinary com- 
mercial credits will dry up because 
the private financial markets will 
consider that to some extent that 
is-, a default” 


He jutid the result would be an 
even greater reduction in buyh^ 
from the United States by tire 
Third World. 


ADNOC to cut pay, benefits 

ABU DHABI (R) — State-owned Abu Dhabi National Oil Com- 
pany (ADNOC), hit by falling oil revenue despite prodaring at a 
four-year high, is cutting salaries and employee benefits to rat- 
ionalise costs, company sources said Wednesday. They said emp- 
loyees who now receive salaries above the company’s basic pay 
schedule would have them cut, while holiday entitlements for all staff 
would fall to 35 days a year from 45 days. Some education and 
bousing benefits would also be affected. Abu Dhabi, tire largest 
emirate in the United Arab Emirates (UAE), now produces around 
one mflfion barrels of ofl a day, its highest level in four yeans. But 
plummeting ofl prices have drastically reduced revenue. The sources- 
said ADNOC s workforce of roughly 3300 —a large proportion* of 
them expatriates — would be told of the measures by letter over tire 
next two ' months. They would be asked to agree in writing ortres&i. 
ADNOC planned to withdraw boosing allowances for married fem- 
ale staff and suspend efficiency bonuses until further notice. Sub- 
sidies for the education of employees’ children would also be cut, the 
sources said. 
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Relax, Mr. Parker...in a few minutes we'll 
have your engine purring like a kitten." 














\.: A 


■ 


-V-' 


\ 


^Udnews 


Frontline countries renew appeal 
sanctions against South Africa 



HARARE (R) — Southern Africa’s frontline states, 
reeling from South African military raids but united 
in efforts to end apartheid, have again appealed for 
international economic sanctions against Pretoria. 


They said Monday’s attacks by 
South Africa on member states 
Botswana. Zambia and Zim- 
babwe showed the white- 
dominated Pretoria government 
had embarked on a “suicidal path 
of destruction, violence and 
death." 

The call for sanctions came at 
the end of a crisis meeting of for- 
eign ministers of the six-nation 
grouping — others are Moz- 
amb ique, Tanzania and Angola — 
in the Zambabwe capital Harare 
Tuesday night, devoted almost 
completely to discuss ing the raids, 
in which three people were killed. 

The frontline states, roost of 
them heavily reliant economically 
on South Africa, have on several 
occasions urged the trade emb- 
argo, despite threats by Pretoria to 
sack almost two million of their 
nationals employed in the seg- 
regated land. 

Their stance Tuesday night., 
showed they were willing to make 
sacrifices to speed up abolition of 
Pretoria's racial segregation pol- 
icies, which they say are the root- 
cause of instability in southern 
Africa, political analysts said. 

South Africa said the raids were 
aimed only at bases of the guerrilla 
African National Con- 
gress(ANC). the principal blade 
nationalist group sworn to ending 
Pretoria's white domination. 

But a communique of the fro- 
ntline states said the raids were a 


barbaric and unwarranted 
ression on the group aimed at inf- 
licting maximu m damage upon 
target areas “with the obvious 
determination of causing wid- 
espread misery, mayhem and 
death." 

“That the number of innocent 
civilians slain in these barbaric 
attacks was not greater is due ent- 
irely to the alertness of the sec- 
urity forces within the three nat- 
ions and foe speed with which they 
reacted to the racist regime's agg- 
ression," it added. 

The co mmuniq ue pledged the 
states “total commitment” and 
support to the ANC and other 
guerrilla groups dedicated to ous- 
ting the white rulers in Pretoria. 

But they were understood to be, 
concerned that the raiders had 
managed to penetrate foe three' 
nations’ security network, hit tar- 
gets with pinpoint accuracy and 
leave almost unnoticed. 

Although Botswana's defecne 
forces fought back and Zimbabwe 
announced the arrest of four sus- 
pected raiders, the South Africans 
appear to have had few problems, 
informed sources said. 

The raids on Zimbabwe, in 
which an ANC residential bouse 


and office just a few metres away 
ancei 


bom a ponce station were des- 
troyed. were foe first since its ind- 
ependence in 1980. 

In foe past. South Africa has. 
raided Botswana, Lesotho and 


Mozambique for their alleged 
support of the ANC. 

Zimbabwe, whose 41,000-man 
is widely believed to be (me of foe 
best-equipped and trained in 
blade Africa, has since vowed it 
will hit back should Pretoria lau- 
nch similar raids. 

The analysts said the raids had 
hardened even moderate African 
leaders such as Botswana's Pre- 
sident Quett Mas ire, who said foe 
attacks were likely to lead to a 
“brutal and senseless con- 
frontation" with black states. 

The heads of the frontline states 
are expected to meet soon to dis- 
cuss joint strategy. 

The foreign ministers also den- 
ounced what they said was Pre- 
toria's insensitivity for mounting 
the raids while a Commonwealth 
panel was visiting South Africa in 
a bid to negotiate a truce between 
the ANC and the white rulers. 

Meanwhile, Foreign Minister 
Pflc Botha said that negotiations 
between South Africa and a team 
of Commonwealth peace brokers 
will continue despite Pretoria's 
raids into three neighbouring 
black states. 

Speaking in a commercial radio 
interview from Cape Town, Botha 
denied that foe peace mission left 
South Africa in a fury on learning 
of the attacks in Zambia, Zim- 
babwe and Botswana. 

“I cannot understand a heading : 
of that nature in any newspaper 
anywhere, particularly since Mai - : 
colm Fraser (a member of the* 
team) himself stated that the ini- 
tiative was not dead," Botha said. . 

Botha said the South African' 
government now owed the Com-' 


monwealth’s eminent persons 
group a response to - the latest 
round of discussions. 

“The negotiations will continue 
in all seriousness. They have now 
explained to us what their obs- 
ervations are ... we roust tho- 
roughly consider this and we wOj 
let them have a reply," he said. 

The group, formed by the 
Commonwealth to promote dia- 
logue between the white minority 
and its black majority opponents, 
cut short its visit to South Africa 
oq Monday night. 

Botha, echoing an earlier spe- 
ech by President F.W. Botha was 
unrepentant over the raids despite 
foe protests and renewed calls for 
sanctions against foe white-led 
government. 

He said South African forces 
would strike again if necessary. 
“Of course we will have to. You 
cannot resolve our region's pro- 
blems through violence, neither 
by foe right-wing movement nor 
foe radical left," he said. 

The South Africa had no alt- 
ernative but to strike after months 
'of diplomatic representations to 
foe neighbouring governments 
Botha said. Pretoria had very firm 
evidence that terrorist centres exi- 
sted and that violence was pla- 
nned. 

• Botha attacked foe Western 
condemnation of the raids des- 
cribing it as hypocritical and app-. 
lying double standards in the light 
of the U.S. strike against Libya*. 

“It is a chaige against foe West, 
because if this is foe standard a\ 
lied by the West I feel sorry 
them as Car as the future is con- 
cerned," he said. 


French bill approves plan 
for New Caledonia 


PARIS t'R) — The French gov- 
ernment. ignoring a warning from 
President Francois Mitterrand 
about foe risk of provoking ethnic 
tensions, Wednesday approved a 
new plan for the future of its Pac- 
ific territory of New Caledonia. 


A bill approved by foe cabinet 


provides tor a referendum next 
year in which foe 145,000 inh- 
abitants will choose between full 
independence and continuing to 
be a French overseas territory. 

A spokeswoman for Mr. Mit- 
terrand said he expressed his 
“misgivings” about foe bill, which 1 
scraps several major elements ofj 
the previous Socialist gov-' 
eminent's plan, introduced last, 
year. 

She said Mr. Mitterrand felt the 
government’s measures “run foe 
risk of provoking among the Mel- 
anesian (Kanak) population a fee- 
ling of breach of faith and of inj- 
ustice which may revive tensions 


between the communities.'' 

Serious clashes erupted in New 
Caledonia at the end of 1984 bet- 
ween indigenous Kanaks seeking 
’ in dependence and French settlers. 
Around 20 people died before 
order was gradually restored. 

Under foe bQJ approved Wed- 
nesday , which still has to be passed 
by parliament and faces a possible 


appeal to foe constitutional cou- 
ncil th 


foe territory will be governed 
on a new temporary basis until 
next year’s referendum. 

The powers of four regions est-: 
ablished tty foe Socialist gov- 
ernment wfll be severely cut back 
and transferred to the high com- 
missioner and foe congress of the 
whole territory. ] 

The congress is dominated by 
foe European settlers, opposed to 
independence, while three of the 
four regions are controlled by 
pro-independence Kanak political 
movements. 


U.S. House votes to 
urge Waldheim probe 


WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
House of Representatives voted 
on Tuesday to urge a speedy U.S. 
investigation of former U.N. 
se.cretary-general Kurt Wal- 
dheim's alleged Nazi past that 
could bar his entry into the United 
States. 

The House approved the res- 
olution on a voice vote. The bill 
was approved 31-0 earlier in foe 
day by foe House Judiciary Com- 
mittee. 

The resolution met no strong 
opposition on foe floor of foe 
House, but concern was voiced in 
the committee meeting that U.S. 
congressional action might inf-, 
lusnee upcoming elections in Aus- 
tria. 


Opposition Democratic Rep- 
resentative Romano L. Mazzoli, 
chairman of foe Immigration Sub- 
committee. said all members of 
foe subcommittee agreed to for- 
ego full hearings on foe issue on 
grounds that “time was of the ess- 
ence" and that foe resolution sho- 
uld be handled quickly. 

“I'm trying to figure out what 
the urgency is," said foe Rep- 
ublican Representative Henry J. 
Hyde. 


Tamil rebels switch 
campaign eastwards 


COLOMBO (R) — Nine civilians' 
and three soldiers were killed in 
rebel attacks os Tamil separatist 
guerrillas snitched their campaign 
to eastern Sri I -nnka., a national 
security ministry spokesman ann- 
ounced Wednesday. 

The latest raids appeared to be 
an attempt to divert troops from 
their bid to take control of the isl-. 
anefs northernmost Jaffna pen- 
nmsula, heartland of the guerrilla 
movement, after heavy fighting 
for the past four days. 

The spokesman said about 100. 
rebels, firing mortars and aut- 
omatic weapons, Wednesday 
morning tried to overrun a mil- 
itary camp protecting foe road lin- 
king foe capital Colombo to the'- 
mam eastern town of Batticaloa. 

Three soldiers were killed and 
four wounded before rebels were 
driven back from the camp near 
foe village of Periyapullumalai, 
about 40 kilometres from Bar- 
ticaloa. 

About 120 kilometres north, 
rebels kidnapped and shot dead 
five women and four men, all Sin- 
halese. from foe village of Mor- 


awewa near Trincomalee, foe 
spokesman said. ( 

It was foe eighth attack in the' 
past year on foe village, located in 
the midst of a mainly Tamil area 
which isa known rebel stronghold . 

Since the attacks started, Mor- 
awewa’s population has dwindled 
from 5,000 to several hundred as 
villagers left for safer areas. 

The guerrillas want a separate 
Tamil nation, taking in about a 
quarter of Sri Lanka, stretching 
from Jaffna mainly down the east 
coast. Most Tamils, making up 
about 13 per cent of foe pop- 
ulation, Kve in the region. 

The spokesman and local res- 
idents said fighting had died down 
m the Jaffiu peninsula after a halt 
was called to a three- pronged 
army drive to win back territory. 

National Security Minister Lal- 
ifo AthulathmudaJi told par- 
liament Tuesday the operation 
was a success with new camps est- 
ablished and many roads cleared 
of landmines. 

Tamil rebels dispute foe ass- 
essment, saying their attacks bro- 
ught foe drive to an end- 


Supporters conceded that foe 
U.S. Justice Department has an 
investigation already under way 
and that foe resolution simply 
would put Congress on record in 
support of the procedure. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


BY CHARLES GORES 
AND OMAR SHARIF 

S1H9 riiBiMn NMia Svnxon. me 


DEAR MR. GOREN 


Q. —Thu sequence ttnwd a bit o! a; 
furor in a remit home game: 
NORTH SOUTH 

1 ♦ 1 ♦ 

1 NT 20 

Pmi 

South nos furious when North 
passed. He felt that responder's' 
change of suit was forcing on 
opener. North argued that, since he) 
bad a dead miafamm opening, there 
was no reason (or him to bid again. 
Obvtandjr. we seed your help.— 
A.T.E.. Ft Lauderdale, F1 l 
A.— In most auctions, a simple 
change of suit by responder is fore 
iog. The one exception is wherel 
opener has limited his hand by re>| 
bidding one no trump. 

Now, a rebld in a LOWER' RA NK- 
ING suit is not forcing. It simply 
says that responder does not think 
that no trump is the right spot to 
play the hand, and he is searching 
for a better contract. Opener is free 
to pass with a minimum, but he can 
bid again if he is better than dead 
minimum and has a fit for respond- 
er's second suit, or he can lake a 
preference to partner's first sail. 
Thus, if responder wants to force in 
a suit ranking lower than the suit in 
which he made his original re- 
sponse, he must jump shift. 

That does not hold true, however.' 
where responder's rebid is in aj 
higher-ranking suit. Since re- 
sponder .has now made a reverse 


bid, opener must bid again regard- 
less of whether be has limited his 
hand or not. 

(L— I thought that a respoase of 
one no trump to an opening bid 
showed a weak hand— about 6-10 
points. New ■ uew player in ow 
game insists that a response of 1 no, 
trump to an opening bid of 9» dub 
shows 9-11 points. II tUa so, why? — 
C.C., Montreal P.Q. 

A.— Your newcomer's argument, 
used to be an Integral part of the : 
Goren methods, and was based onl 
solid logic. Over an opening bid of 
one club, responder has the whole 
one-level available to bid any four-! 
card suit he holds. Therefore, a 
response of 1 NT could be used as a 
forward -going maneuver. ■ 

However, modern bidding tea-! 
dencies dictate that response of, 
1 NT to any opening bid ia a preemp-! 
live rather than a constructive 
move, and there is considerable 
weight to that position. Modernists 
claim there are other ways to build! 
forward-going auctions and that,| 
when you do not have much of a 
hand and no major suit, it makes it 
more difficult for the opponents to 
enter the auction If they respond to 
partner's one club opening bid with, 
1 NT. 

In " Goran's New Contract Bridge] 
Complete," which will be a[ 
in a month or two, we have 
this approach. 


Kabul abruptly ends 
offensive against rebels 


ISLAMABAD (R) — Com- 
munist forces have abruptly ended 
an offensive against guerrilla 
bases in eastern A fghanistan after 
both sides suffered heavy cas- 
ualties, according to guerrilla sou- 
rces. 

They said about 3,000 Soviet 
and Afghan troops involved in foe 
two-week-old offensive left the 
Jaji area of Paktia province near 
foe Pakistan border Tuesday and 
headed towards Alikhel garrison 
to the west. 

Earlier, foe guerrilla sources 
had reported the troops had set up 
six temporary camps around Jaji.- 
along one of the main rebel inf- 
iltration routes into Afghanistan, 
and said the communist aircraft 
were bombing the area daily. 

They said they bad expected foe 
offensive to last three to four 
weeks. The abrupt departure 
conld have been caused by eff- 
ective use of rockets by the strong 
guerrilla presence in foe area. 

The sources put foe guerrilla 
strength there at about 4 ,000, bel- 
onging to various guerrilla parties. 

Guerrillas defending four rebel 
bases around Jaji have been sub- 
jected to continuous bombing 
raids for the past two weeks, mos- 
tly by Soviet-built SU-22 ground 
attack aircraft they were unable to 
counter. 

Pakistan said a Pakistani F-16 
interceptor shot down an Afghan 
SU-22 last Saturday as it and ano- 
ther Sukhoi jet flew about 15 kil- 
ometres into Pakistani territory 
over tixe Kurram salient. 

The guerrilla sources said none 
of foe rebel bases was taken by foe 1 
communist forces. i 

They said Tuesday that foe reb-| 
els had killed up to 90 communist! 
troops and lost 25 guerrillas in 
recent days. The figures could not . 
be independently confirmed. 

The guerrilla sources said the! 
communist forces had left behind 
Several bodies of Afghan soldiers' 
and also ammunition after sowing 
anti-peraemnei mines in foe area. 


Earlier, New Afghan Com- 
munist Party leader Najibullah 
said be wanted steps to end war 
between guerrillas and the 
Soviet-backed government, foe 


official Kabul radio reported. 

The radio, monitored here, also. 


quoted him as repeating Kabul's 
invitation to about 4.5 million 
Afghan refugees to return home 
to an ‘'honourable life." 

Najibullah, who replaced Pre- 
sident Babrak Karmal as party 
general secretary of foe ruling 
People's Democratic Party of 
Afghanistan (PDPA) early this 
month, made foe remarks in a 
speech to elders of border tribes. 

He blamed what be called 
“imperialists and reactionaries," 
forever seven years of foe war and 
said: “We must be wise and think 
for whai this blood is being spill. 
We must know tin? reasons and 
take urgent and serious steps to 
end this bloodshed." 

The radio quoted foe elders as 
assuring Najibullah of their sup- 
port for the government in def- 
ending the 1978 Marxist rev-, 
olutfon. 

In a reference to foe refugees, 
Najibullah said: “We are ready to 
create a peaceful situation... for 
our compatriots who have left 
their country for various reasons; 
to return to their homes and lead 
an honourable life in peace and 
tranquility." 

An estimated three million. 
Afghan refugees are living in Pak- 
istan and about 1.5 million in Iran. 

The return of foe refugees is one 
Of the four points of a proposed 
Afghan settlement being dis- 
cussed in die indirect talks bet- 
ween Pakistan and Afghanistan in 
Geneva. 

UJN. Under Secretary General 
Diego Coidovez is acting as an 
mtermedfory between the two 
sides in the talks which are aimed- 
at a withdrawal of an estimated! 
115,000 Soviet troops in Alg-j 
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‘Nakasone is planning 
for summer elections’ 



TOKYO (R) — Prime Minister 
Yasuhiro Nakasooe wants to hold 
a general election tins summer, a 
leader of his ruling party was quo- 
ted Wednesday as saying. 

Mr. Shin Kanemaru, secretary 
general of foe Liberal Democratic 
Party (LDP), told former trade 
minister, Mr. Toshio Komoto of 
Nakasone' s plan and added that 
he backed it, a Komoto secretary 
said. 

The remark was the hardest 
evidence so far that Mr. Nakasone 
would try to persuade his party to 
hold an election 18 months early 
to increase both his and the party’s 
influence. 

Mr. Nakasone has only hinted 
at the possibility of holdiag a 
lower house poll in tandem with 
upper house elections scheduled 
for July. The last, and only, tan- 
dem election m .1980 brought a 
resounding victory for the LDP. 

Explaining his support for an 
early poll to Mr. Komoto, Mr. 
Kanemam pointed to foe LDFs 
precarious- majority in the 511- 
seat tower bouse. 

The LDP controls 258 lower 
house seats, including eight held 
by foe LDP splinter group the 
New Liberal Club. The biggest 
opposition party is the Japan Soc- 
ialist Party. 

Analysts believe Mr. Nakasone 
hopes to extend his time as party 
leader and thus prime minister by 


w innin g a big election victory. 

His second two-year term as 
LOT president expires on Oct- 30 
and current party rules ban any- 
one from serving a third term. 

“You never know what will 
happen after Prime Minister Nak- 
asone completes his second two- 
year term,” Mr. Kanemaru was 
quoted as saying. 

- Mr. Kanemaru was due to meet 
Wednesday with four LDP exe- 
cutives who oppose a summer 
poll 

Mr. Nakasone was scheduled to 
bold separate meetings with the 
leaders of foe four major opp- 
osition parlies. Analysts said be 
would meet with the opposition' 
before calling an election to pro- 
ject an image of fair-play to the . 
electorate. 


Cyprus honours mothers 


The opposition, as well as Mr. 
Nakasnred foes within the LDP, 


believe he win fry to call an ext- 
raoidmaxy paifiameataiy session' 
soon. 

The session would be used to 
discuss measures to soften the 
economic impact of the yen’s rise 
and also to dissolve the lower 
house for an early poll, they bel- 
ieve. The current regular session 
ends Thursday. 

But analysts believe that even if 
Mr. Nakasone wms an election he 
would find it difficult to either ext- 
end his time as leader or beoome a 
king-maker behind the scenes. 


Prosecutors drop legal 
■probe against Kohl 


BONN (R) — State prosecutors in 
tiie West German aty of Koblenz 
have dumped legal proceedings 
against Chancellor Helmut Kohl' 
which were opened on suspicion 
of perjury, a spokesman said 
Wednesday. 

He told Reuters by telephone 
that chief prosecutor Hans See- 
liger had ruled that the evidence 
gathered in a three-month probe 
into allegations that Mr. Kohl 
gave false testimony to a par- 
liamentary inquiry did not warrant 
pursuing the case. 

The investigation against Mr. 
Kohl, opened in February,,, had 
cast a shadow over his political 
future in the run-up to elections in 
January next year. 

Prosecutors in Bonn annoi mopri 
in March that they were opening a 
second investigation against Mr. 
Kohl over similar allegations to 
those lodged in Koblenz. 

But legal experts and political, 
commentators have always said 
the Koblenz probe was more ser- 


ious and predicted that if pro- 
secutors there decided against fil- 
ing charges their colleagues in 
Bonn would probably follow suit. 

Most commentators had pre- 
dicted that Mr. Kohl could be for- 
ced to step down# the prosecutors 
in either case had decided there 
was sufficient evidence to bring 
the chancellor to trial. 

The allegations against Mr. 
Kohl in both cases were lodged by 
former Greens parliamentary 
deputy, Mr. Otto Schily. 

In tne Koblenz case, he charged 
that Mr. Kohl deliberately misled 
an investigation by the 
Rhineland-Palatinate state par- 
liament last summer into Segal 
parly donations. 

Under questioning by deputies 
in foe state capital Mainz, Mr. 
Kohl denied he knew that a tax- 
exmpt charity foundation had 
been used to launder funds for his 
Christian Democratic Party. 

The chancellor later qualified 
his answer in written testimony. 


UMASOL, Cyprus (Petra) - A total of 63 Qrpriqtnio to faave 
been honoured at a ceremony attended tty President K^^ou 
and other officials for giving birth and bringing up 12 children 
each. Altogether, the number of children ^ "P ™ 
756. Another group of mothers who ea<* gaw b^fotoup to 10, 
and one who was reported to have given birth to 17 ci^mwere 
also honoured at the ceremony, according to the Cyfynw Ffews 
Agency. The Agency said that the president acrompamed by foe 
Bishop of Umasol presented the mothers with mentoriai dip- 
lomas and a symbolic amount of money . The president in a speech 
at the ceremony voiced foe nation’s appreciation to the mofoere. 
and foe cabinet decided to offer them specud allowance to help 
them raise their big families, the agency said. Cyprus has a special 
itnifm for encouraging large families designed to help increase the 
number of population on the island. 


Plane crash survivor still loves to fly 


LONDON (R) — Fourteen years after surviving a record 33,330 
foot toil from an airplane, Yugoslav Vesna Vuiovic has never 
shaken off her love or flying. “I love to fly and I'm never nervous. 
Td do it more often if I had foe money " she told Reuters- Vuiovic, 
37, was foe sole survivor when a mid-air bomb explosion des- 
troyed a Yugoslav JAT airlines DC-9 with 22 passengers and five 
crew in 1972. She was in London for the launch of the Guiness 
Book of Records Hall of Fame, a chib set up by the book's 
organiser Norris McWhirter for those who have set incredible 
records. She was working as an air hostess and was matting* coffee 
in the tafl-sectfon of the US.-made McDonnell Douglas jetliner 

when the bomb want off. The tail fell in one piece onto a mountain . 

in Czechoslovakia. On reaching hospital in Prague, Volovic was 
pronounced clinically dead but doctors managed to get her heart 
beating a gain and after a 27-day coma and 16 months in hospital 
she was allowed to return borne. . 


Woman, lover to hang for double murder 


CAIRO, Egypt (AP) — A Cairo criminal court has sentenced a 
woman and her 1 


— ^ lover to hang after convicting them of murdering 

the woman's hnshami and son, Cairo newspapers reported Wed- 
nesday. The newspapers quoted Mohammed Abbas Abu Alam, 
presklent of the force-man tribunal, as saying after passing sen- 
tence on Monday that be regretted there was no harsher penalty 
than death for the woman, Nadia Aly Hammady, 40. The court 
found her and her lover, 30-year-old driver Ahmed Farghaly 
Soleiman, guilty of murdering her teacher husband last year so 
they could many. They also were convicted of killing her 16- 
year-old son because he knew they had murdered his father. 


Judge bans Stonehenge festival 


LONDON (AP) — A high court judge on Tuesday effectively 
banned the annual mid-summer pop festival at Stonehenge. Eng- 
■ land’s most famous archaeological site, by ordering the organisers 
to stay away. Judge Konrad Sdiiemann granted injunctions to 25 
landowners including the government-funded English Heritage, 
which maintains the 4,000-yeax-oki stone monument, banning 46 
organisers from travelling within 4 miles of the site. Last year, 
police dashedwith thousands of rock fans who tried to bold a June 
21 summer solstice festival at Stonehenge that had been held 


annually since the early 1970s. More than 500 people were arr- 
ested. The judge said foe last festival held at Stonehenge in 1984 


‘seriously interfered with the happiness of many local people,’ 
and caused property damage in neighbouring forms anti to foe 
site. “I think foe festival imperils historic remains, which are 
irreplaceable,” he said. 
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MATCHMAKING 
By Nam Archer 


ACROSS 
1 Ctoaap 
5 WI CK hi 
10 Shipping 


19 — rtxrf (very 


a& Room tn e 


21 Bring to ruts 

22 Martartfcogary 

MClcatil * 

25 AS fled up 

28 Tends 

27 Bony prefix 

29 Rah bosket 
SI Thessaly 


42 Malta 

74 -Ba auntie 

108 Hood rt a carp. 

45 Lrtatcant 

hear, — apeak” 
78 “OMatanea — 

110 Anta pa* 

48 Sap around 

111 atartin and 

47 WrtkBcea 

mantaattta" 

Curts 

48 SaaarRetataea 

79 Uoo a atom 

80 Po-cky 

112 Orange ta- 
ils Smug— 

and actor 

82 — Wng Cola 

117 tad 


S3 Oust 

119 Taltou ctoy 

84 Boa 

85 RoeUas: attr. 

122 Loops 

55 Skin 

K — Bta 

128 Satan's 

SOStOfMC* 

■Inda of nan" 

haaa 

up— Uw 

88 Aawd 


57 Makes ttatak— 

91 ■— art Into 


59 Karan and 

tetataSiiMr 


Lucta 

93 PM— 

R — 

earn— tea 

94 TtaRoakrt 



33 "Temple 
aSCMpnp 
39 Put down 


88 Sal— river 

69 Family Of 
palmer Paal 

70 Honda 

72 Apocrypha 


98 Mob — 

101 Radpa wad 
1M Make a law 
10S Goodbye 
107 Own 0 m 


IK Mode « choice 
IK Na n wf fcao of 
Arthurian lady 

137 Flop 

138 and tarty" 


139 WriftM doctor 

I Wnhfc i 


1401 


OOW 

1 0 iiafcar gbfe 


2 Bowens day 

3 Try n«l to — " 
(wcadstoa 
Dam?) 

4 tafta" 
SCoanrfliwnc 


> CNn. peal 
7 — ml (m riO aa do) 
9 Right-hand 


IB I 
23 Prol i oac lo 
ttUkaapoom 
30 Oar. rimr 
32 Ft. region 
34 Norwegian king 

36 Modam prof. 

37 Tin 

KHaart print 

39 Hafloctnogenlc 

40 Nnd knpoloe 

41 verb type: start. 

43 PaS 

44 A woman's 


Bli 

02 Old language: 


97 1 


M Mndu laud 


M Sty — tox 

87 — Nazknova 

88 Portnoy's 


10 Mirny 

11 — VancaUI 


121 

13 Paal 

14 GanttarMa’* 
auritaflwnar 

15 Latter 
abbr. 

ttFndU 
17 Actor Howard 


(wffiMM) 
40 "Don't— I- 

(anpyonv* 

worts) 

50 Po irtef i gp. 

51 —da Franca 

52 SMm 

53 Poised oat 
58 AiatWrHov 


71 At — ol a hat 
73 ReptF start. 

75 Actor Marty 
and dancer OQ 

77 FaB behind 

78 Eng, region 
81 Opera 

84 Wrote 
87 OW 
89 Back talc 
MSheQey ml 


99 Nttpttsi promise 
ioo — Yrtang 
102 Prate abroad 
■HH PW a m o 

108 Expand 

109 Rational 

112 Afr. land 

113 — dkeie 

114 Form 

118 Ssrious ■ 

118 TUa of 



120 1 
121 Ways logo 

123 Go mean 

124 TamUnrtna 
12K«rimtfcrt 



m 

y 

y 

■ 


u 

■ 

■ 

■ 


y 

■ 

■ 

■ 




Lut Week’s Cryptograms 


128 Setup tta — 

127 Hg Rap 


1- Cooped up chickens nrtoobltdij 
heaa are Ukdy to have more fan. 


and SapURarfa 


92 Coin gobtatar 
96 Took ort 
98 Tax. eoRaga 


128 Sheep 
IComlc otriP 


eggs, but flreety wring 
*• Fnjftrated ndeatiat fulled in reaching uncleaur ftaatou ha« 


138 1 
diort 
182 UoraonK abfar. 


Heaton. 

3. esompooe* little night anwteiHhili! Big burti 1 b dark purttyuodCd 


4. Poor dog ate raw parsnip* In Uttic rabbit'll new garden. 


Dlagramles* 17 X 17, by Lara Alexandra 


1 — Na Ne 
4*1 would R 

I— - 

8 Ban far 


181 
Rm 
19 Hymn 08- 

22 Oaring 


29tnaer*e 


10 Tumbler 

11 L uke warm 

13 Handier otOw 
armed torn* 

151 


' 24 Earthen pel 
2B EshMBan 


32 Run roome 

33 Oar. heat* 


37 Monfeg oarvtoe 
31 One who tela 
lha tabor 

40 Man 

41 Band over 
43 At — and 


27 Cow 

28 Qrt under 
one*! akin 


34 F*aw 
38 Alpbrtwt 


44 Mon 

40 rnPUJf DOT 

47 Gaza radoty 

41 Remnant 


DOWN 
IFltasMfo 
2 h*»<! 

StVhg 

4aatocM 

6 — onflow! 
toamsa) 

8 Stanpia maHody 

7 Art of plant 

BMweSrthMly 

IMaa — die 
m*pei 


10 Beauty e( 
12 


llltar. 

13 Carta 

14 AMr boy 
19 A Man at 

17*"* 


231 

21 FaUguad 
23U*eM 


33 Cotton pock- 


28 Liquid 
mmuioo- a 

29 Oddotai 


HOmb 
arson taw 
(Santa 
391 


19 HacanJ 
19 Hal farona 


291 
3D Husband i 


401 
421 
43Rargarfl 


32 tan n gau 


CRYPTOGRAMS 

1. DSBQO FIJ SMB NIAON ETM HEAT EHI 
COIF J DO C POT A VS QOOT JTO PKTMHOI 
AT IPO NPE1.0 Eli COOUBrt^,^, 

*■ OFI,OD bemgrie tighioa set, 

DSCD EITMPCEI ANHTSPCH. -B,!*.*** 
A LOIRE ZSTFTIOSOA BT QBAN80E ESTE, 
ZCCIXO XA IHBB LITBTAIA, lACfEPXEE, 
NS NQI BXTFTBAQIW. -B,AMi&M» 
4.80TGHRU SOUL. IT, D Sl If E N D, " T.t 
NAP, MEDR BaH. 

— By Norton Rhonda 


48 Wee— oa4 











